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AudrelLorde: A Burst of Light: Essays before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised A Burst of Light: Essays:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Uncompromisingly Radical, and BrilliantBy Ariel Sylvialn this
beautiful collection of interviews, essays, and journal writings, Audre Lorde remains true to her radical feminist
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politic, one she espoused all her life. She also clearly articulates her belief in living self-conscioudly, as a poet, with
integrity. The highlight of this collection is an interview Lorde gave shortly before her death, explaining her
opposition to sadomasochism.The interview reflects Lorde's lifelong commitment to affirming the erotic, while
fighting against the racism, sexism, and male dominance inherent to pornography and sadomasochistic sex. Lorde
writes, to assert that the idea of power over powerlessnessis eratic, is unjustifiable, because it prepares us either to
accept subordination, or enforce dominance. She calls Sand M sex atired, one-sided mode of human relating that
continues to allow white men to oppress women and people of Color, and the overwhelming prevelance of masochistic
images of women in pornography and mediatoday, bear out Lorde's assertion that this kind of sex is commercialized,
soul-numbing and quite frankly, trite.To play along with the idea that dominance is sexy, one must buy into awhite
male view of sex, according to Lorde, and that discourages women and men from questioning the social, political and
emotional factors that keep men in positions of power even outside the bedroom.Lorde brings up valid points here that
do not deserve to be written off, for one does have to wonder if men who feel more sexually excited by the idea of
using power or force "in play" against women during sex, rather than engaging in more egalitarian activities, can truly
see women as equal human beings. This book is not for men who feel defensive about questioning their own inability
to experience sex without focusing on power differences. This book isfor men and women willing to examine their
own choices and ideas, in an attempt to create the kind of future Lorde envisioned--one free of racism and sexism.7 of
9 people found the following review helpful. An important personal and political testamentBy Michael J. MazzaAudre
Lorde, aprolific writer of both poetry and prose, is regarded by many (myself included) as a major figure in both
African-American and leshian literature. "A Burst of Light" is one of her important prose works. The book contains an
interview, three short essays, and alengthy collection of excerpts from the journal she kept during her battle against
cancer.In the book, Lorde addresses many of the themes which she has explored in past works: racism, lesbian culture,
political activism, and more. The only sour noteis the interview, " Sadomasochism: Not About Condemnation,” in
which Lorde bitterly critiques a particular sexual subculture within the lesbian community. Lorde's patronizing tone
reminded me of the attitude that anti-gay heterosexuals often adopt when talking about the lesbian community! And
lines like "Liberalism allows pornography and has allowed wife beating as First Amendment rights" do not help
Lorde's credibility.But if you skip the interview, you will find the rest of the book to be both palitically incisive and
often very moving. | particularly enjoyed the essay "Turning the Beat Around: Lesbian Parenting 1986," in which
Lorde, a Black lesbian who co-parented a daughter and a son with her white woman lover, reflects on the joy and
challenge of parenting.And the excerpts from her journal are a beautiful testament to Lorde's own courage in her fight
against cancer. The excerpts record her travels to Berlin, Germany; Melbourne, Australia; and other places as she
struggled to maintain her physical health while continuing her work as a cultural activist.In one of her journal excerpts,
Lorde writes, "Survival isn't some theory operating in avacuum. It's a matter of my everyday life and making
decisions." Very true. And "A Burst of Light" isavibrant celebration of survival.
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From Publishers Weeklyln 1984, feminist poet Lorde learned that her breast cancer had metastasized to the liver. The
moving title section comprises a series of journal excerpts that both frighten and inspire: choosing not to have a
biopsy, she instead treats the disease with a stay at the homeopathic Lukas Klinik in Switzerland, consultations with
more traditional medical specialists and alternatives like self-hypnosis. Her lifelong battle against racism, sexism and
homophobia has armed her with the resilience to resist cancer, and thus "A Burst of Light" becomes not only a
chronicle of Lorde'sfight against disease, but a view of one woman's sparring with injustice, whether the oppressors
are the South African police, the American government or malignant cells within her own body. Although it rings out
with passion, anger and hope, the lengthy title piece is sometimes rambling and repetitive. In refreshing contrast, three
outstanding essays on black Ieshianism, the parallels between South Africaand the United States, and lesbian
parenting are politically specific and pithy. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.



