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Winner of the 2014 Outstanding Book Award presented by the Association for Theatre in Higher Education

"Through a host of illuminating examples ranging from PuccinisMadame Butterflyto the military prisons at 
Guantnamo to the indie-rock band Dengue Fever,A Race So Differenteffectively develops the idea of 'racial exception' 
to characterize the legal statuses and imaginative spaces occupied by Asian Americans. Legal history, theater, and 
everyday performance come together in this illuminating, profound, and intrepid study." -Josephine Lee,University of 
MinnesotaDrawing upon theoretical insights of J.L. Austin, Erving Goffman, Carl Schmitt, Louis Althusser, and 
Michel Foucault, the author has fashioned an informative and nuanced study, which . . . is certainly provocative and 
fascinating.-The Journal of American HistoryAbout the AuthorJoshua Chambers-Letson is Associate Professor of 
Performance Studies at Northwestern University. He is the author of A Race So Different: Performance and Law in 
Asian America (NYU Press, 2013). 


