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John W. Kingdon : America the Unusual  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised America the Unusual: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Read my abridged edition for freeBy Jordan GonzalesThis book is 
interesting but overly repetitive. By the fourth chapter I was still reading about the same things from chapter one. It 
could have easily been cut in half I think.The author ties up the loose ends of the book with what he calls a "Story of 
Path Dependence." He basically argues that America is the way it is now (diverse, limited government, much different 
than other developed countries) because we established and were composed of such a system from the beginning.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Content of book sucks.By Customer5 star seller. 5 star book quality.0/5 
for actual content of book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good BookBy TomQuality book that 
takes a unique perspective on the American political system and provides for a good discussion on the topic of our 
system of governance.
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Kingdon explores how the American polity is different from that of other countries - particularly other Western 
democracies - examining just how this uniqueness came about. It invites both introductory and advanced students to 
appreciate the roots and limits of American exceptionalism, and to recognize the profound importance of current 
debates over the government's role in our everyday lives.

Preface. 1. Introduction. 2. Describing the Comparisons. 3. American Ideology. 4. Why Do Americans Think That 
Way? 5. Implications. References. Index.About the AuthorJohn W. Kingdon has taught political science at the 
University of Michigan since 1965 and is the author of numerous books. 


