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Mar cus Baynes-Rock : Among the Bone Eaters: Encounter swith Hyenasin Harar (Animalibus) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Among the Bone Eaters:
Encounters with Hyenas in Harar (Animalibus):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Lemmie SvenssonGoodO of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Good story teller quality in hiswritingBy robert m shannonintriguing study of interactions
between human and animal "cultures” which reminds me somewhat of "Touching The Wild" , Both describe avery
different type of interface between human and other species. Good story teller quality in hiswriting. Worth the read to
open your eyesto possibilities.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A firsthand look at hyenalhuman
interaction in Ethiopia. If ...By KV MoffetA firsthand look at hyena/lhuman interaction in Ethiopia. If you're interested
in hyenas and how they behave in a semi-domesticated state, this book is well worth your time.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0271067209

Biologists studying large carnivoresin wild places usually do so from a distance, using telemetry and noninvasive
methods of data collection. So what happens when an anthropol ogist studies a clan of spotted hyenas, Africas second-
largest carnivores, up closeand in acity of a hundred thousand inhabitants? In Among the Bone Eaters, Marcus
Baynes-Rock takes usto the ancient city of Harar in Ethiopia, where the gey waraba (hyenas of the city) are welcome
in the streets and appreciated by the locals for the protection they provide from harmful spirits and dangerous
mountain hyenas. Theyve even become alocal tourist attraction.At the start of his research in Harar, Baynes-Rock
contended with difficult conditions, stone-throwing children, intransigent bureaucracy, and wary hyena subjects intent
on avoiding people. After months of frustration, three young hyenas drew him into the hidden world of the Sofi clan.
He discovered the elements of a hyenas life, from the delectability of dead livestock and the nuisance of dogs to the
unbounded thrill of hyena chase-play under the light of afull moon. Baynes-Rocks personal relations with the hyenas
from the Sofi clan expand the conceptual boundaries of human-animal relations. This is multispecies ethnography that
reveals its messy, intersubjective, dangerously transformative potential.

[This] book is nothing short of amazing.William Hageman, Chicago Tribunel shouldnt say that | envy Marcus for his
intimacy with hyenas, because intimacy is the worlds best way of gaining knowledge of an animal, and theres no such
thing as too much knowledge about hyenas. Instead, | should acknowledge the deep gratitude | feel, and that all of us
should feel, about this work that hes done and the possibilitiesit offers. If we knew all animals as he knows hyenas,
wed save the world.Elizabeth Marshall Thomasin Among the Bone Eaters, Marcus Baynes-Rock takes us on ajourney
that challenges what we think we know about humans and other animals. Hyenas do certainly like us for food, but
sometimes they also like us as collaborators, as community members, and maybe even as friends. Thisrigorous,
personal, and enticing account of the hyenas and humans of Harar dares us to expand our horizons and rethink humans
roles as members of a multitude of multispecies relationships.Agustn Fuentes, University of Notre DameAmong the
Bone Eatersis afascinating read. Most readers will be surprised to learn about the very close, reciprocal, and mutually
beneficial relationships that have evolved between resident carnivorous spotted hyenas and people in Hararand how
overcoming fear led to enduring friendships. This book touches on a very timely topic, namely, human-animal
relationships (anthrozool ogy) in a human-dominated world in which these sorts of encounters are not only inevitable
but also essential to understanding.Marc Bekoff, author of Rewilding Our Hearts: Building Pathways of Compassion
and Coexistence Most of us accept that humans are enmeshed in multispecies relationships, but the case of the hyenas
and humans of Harar shakes us out of our complacency. Marcus Baynes-Rock scientifically, personally, and
beautifully introduces us to a new world of possibilitiesand to the wide spectrum of interspecies relationships.Agustn
Fuentes, University of Notre DameThisis a compelling account of the intersecting worlds of humans and hyenasin a
shared architectural landscape. Baynes-Rock shares with us his intimate experiences developing social relations with
hyenas as well as humans, thereby confounding distinctions between ethology and ethnography. By extending
anthropol ogys intersubjective approach to nonhumans, he explores the overlapping dynamics of hyena and human
lifeworlds, producing awork that will undoubtedly make a significant contribution to the emerging field of
multispecies ethnography.Piers Locke, University of CanterburyThrough arich narrative, filled with the people,
events, sights, and sounds of the distant city of Harar, we are invited to share space, place, and time with the least
likely compatriot for humans: the spotted hyena. Marcus Baynes-Rock guides usinto aworld that is simultaneously
strange and familiar, and we leave transformed. This book is great anthropology, agreat story, and most importantlyit
will change the way you think about being human with other animals.Agustn Fuentes, University of Notre
DameAmong the Bone Eatersisnt precisely anatural history of the spotted hyena, nor isit precisely an ethnography of
the Harari. Instead, its an utterly remarkable combination of the two, a portrait of a human community forging a
working relationship with Africas second-largest carnivore.Steve Donoghue, Open Letters MonthlyAmong the Bone
Eatersis aprobing look at the complex relationship between humans and wild animals. . . . Baynes-Rocks immersive
account is told with sharp-eyed, self-effacing prose, and he leaves nothing outEthiopias sluggish bureaucracy, the
towns maze-like geography, and even the Oromo woman he meets and eventually marries. Its as much atravelogue as
it isaresearch study.Chelsea L eu, SierraThe important thing to remember isthat thisis not a book just about hyenas or
just about Hararis; its about both, all held together with its greater-than-the-sum-of-its-parts third element of the
curious and fascinating societal adaptations made by both parties that has enabled the humans and hyenas of Harar to
live in balance together. Truly, it isabook quite unlike any other youve likely ever read.John E. Riutta, The Well-
Read NaturalistAmong the Bone Eaters will appeal to a general audience interested in learning more about hyenas and
the subtle aspects of their interactions with humans as well as to professional anthropologists and
ethnographers.ChoiceRemarkable. . . . Thisisadelightful book, full of fascinating portraits of humans and hyenasin a
remote corner of the world where ancient lines of animosity are blurred.Milbry C. Polk, The Explorers Journal About
the AuthorMarcus Baynes-Rock is a research associate with the University of Notre Dame. He divides histime
between Indiana, Ethiopia, and northern New South Wales, where he lives with his wife and baby daughter.



