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original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: ...the period of the South 
Polynesian incursions in the Hawaiian group, and probably only renewed or enforced the ancient practice. In tracing 
back the custom of circumcision, we find it practised by the Tagals and other pre-Malay tribes in the Asiatic 
Archipelago. It was the custom in Egypt1 from the earliest times; also of Cushite-Arabia,2 and Phoenicia, or rather 
Palestine.3 It does not appear to have obtained among the Chaldeans, the Arian nations, or the Hebrew congeners of 
the Semitic stock. In the transmission of customs, however, from one people to another, whose origin and purposes are 
lost and forgotten through the lapse of ages, the observance of circumcision among the Kaffirs of South Africa may 
supply a link to establish the extension of Cushite-Arabian influence, through commerce and colonisation, in that 
direction. 1 In Sir Gardner Wilkinson's notes men from remotest antiquity."--to Mr. Kawlinson's Herodotus, book 
"Manual of Ancient History of the ii. chap. 37, I read that " its (circum-East," by Lenormant and Chevallier, cision) 
institution in Egypt reaches vol. ii. p. 318. to the most remote antiquity; we find "Herodotus, book ii. chap. 104, it 
existing at the earliest period of says: "Phoenicians and the Syrians which any monuments remain, more of Palestine;" 
but in the notes to Mr. than 2400 years before our era, and Rawlinson's edition signed " G. W.,' there is no reason to 
doubt that it it is shown that "circumcision was dated still earlier.... It was a dis-not practised by the Philistines... 
tinctive mark between the Egyptians nor by the generality of the Phoeni and their enemies; and in later times, cians." 
In Egypt the custom was when Egypt contained many foreign common, "at least a...


