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ErikaLee, Judy Yung: Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to America before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to America:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. has been ajoy to readBy DJ SmithThis book, bought as part of a
master's program through the Gilder Lehrman Institute of United States History, has been ajoy to read! It isawell-
written and insightful treatise on the treatment of various immigrant groups that went through Angel Island to start a
new lifein America. It is an invaluable resource if you are interested in immigration, and it also provides a great deal
of background about why certain groups decided to leave their homelands and journey to America. A must read for


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199896151

history buffs!O of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Sarah.SGreat book.0 of O people found
the following review helpful. Purchased for a grad class, interesting book, a ...By jfergusonPurchased for a grad class,
interesting book, alittle long in some spots but well wirtten about immigrations and the Asian community.

From 1910 to 1940, over half amillion people sailed through the Golden Gate, hoping to start anew lifein America.
But they did not all disembark in San Francisco; instead, most were ferried across the bay to the Angel Island
Immigration Station. For many, this was the real gateway to the United States. For others, it was a prison and their
final destination, before being sent home.In this landmark book, historians Erika Lee and Judy Y ung (both
descendants of immigrants detained on the island) provide the first comprehensive history of the Angel 1sland
Immigration Station. Drawing on extensive new research, including immigration records, oral histories, and
inscriptions on the barrack walls, the authors produce a sweeping yet intensely personal history of Chinese "paper
sons,” Japanese picture brides, Korean students, South Asian political activists, Russian and Jewish refugees, Mexican
families, Filipino repatriates, and many others from around the world. Their experiences on Angel Island reveal how
America's discriminatory immigration policies changed the lives of immigrants and transformed the nation. A place of
heartrending history and breathtaking beauty, the Angel Island Immigration Station is a National Historic Landmark,
and like Ellis Idland, it is recognized as one of the most important sites where America'simmigration history was
made. This fascinating history is ultimately about Americaitself and its complicated relationship to immigration, a
story that continues today.

"The book is...an important work that effectively synthesizes multiple group histories and integrates institutional and
socia history. Its detailed storytelling, elegant writing, beautiful illustrations, and focus on an underappreciated yet
iconic place on the West Coast make it a pleasurable read and a welcome addition to the literature on U.S.

migration." --The Western Historical Quarterly"Lee and Y oung offer a meticulously researched and sweeping view of
immigration in America, one that is shaped by global economic and social conditions aswell asracial, religious, class,
and gendered views of those migrants coming to America." --The Public Historian "Erika Lee and Judy Y ung have
written the definitive book on Angel Island. The book is meticulously researched and covers not just the Chinese
experience but the experiences of all the people who passed through the immigration station. Lee and Y ung have used
the personal stories of immigrants to make time and place come alive, reminding us that history is something that
happens to real people and their families."--Lisa See, author of On Gold Mountain: The One-Hundred-Y ear Odyssey
of a Chinese-American Family "With this comprehensive history, Angel Island may now stand alongside Ellis Island
as the other iconic gateway to America. Lee and Y ung give athorough and humane look at the immigrants from
surprisingly diverse origins who encountered an America both welcoming and unwel coming on the Pacific coast.”--
Mae M. Ngali, author of Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America"ln this meticulously
researched and richly detailed book, Lee and Y ung have unlocked Angel Island's deepest secrets and the link between
US immigration policy and restrictive codas of race, gender, class. Their spell-binding narrative lets us journey with
Anglos and Latinos as well as Asians and myriad others as they attempt to pass through the eye of the Immigration
Station needle--with often vastly different results. Deeply relevant to present-day immigration debates, this book is
people's history at its best."--Helen Zia, author of Asian American Dreams. The Emergence of an American People
"With scholarly care and agreat feel for the stories of those who passed through Angel Island, Erika Lee and Judy

Y ung have finally given thisimportant historic siteits due. This book teases out the complexities of America's
immigration laws and their enforcement and in doing so greatly adds to our understanding of the immigrant
experience."--Vincent J. Cannato, author of American Passage: The History of Ellis Island "Reading Angel Island, a
gripping new book on America'simmigrant history, feels like traveling over familiar territory, except that someone
turned the road signs in the opposite direction....More than a superb historical text...an essential document in the on-
going debate over American freedom."--California Literary "Lee and Y ung offer a kaleidoscope of immigrant portraits
that bring history alive, and, in the process, demolish many myths and stereotypes about Angel Island and American
immigration in general." -San Francisco Chronicle About the AuthorErika Lee is Professor of History and Asian
American Studies at the University of Minnesota. She is the author of At America's Gates. Chinese Immigration
during the Exclusion Era, 1882-1943.Judy Y ung is Professor Emerita of American Studies at the University of
Cdlifornia, Santa Cruz. Her books include Island: Poetry and History of Chinese Immigrants on Angel Island and
Unbound Feet: A Socia History of Chinese Women in San Francisco.



