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Jon Mueller : Assessing Critical Skills before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Assessing Critical Skills:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great guidance on assessmentBy Elsie WrightVery helpful! Don't let
the fact that it iswritten by alibrary science specialist deter you. It is comprehensive and gives great support
regardless of the subject area.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Any educator's library needs thisBy
Midwest Book ReviewLibrary media specialists learn the process and value of designing assessments that match
critical skillsin ASSESSING CRITICAL SKILLS, adefinitive work on assessment designed for educators and
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librarians alike. Chapters discuss matching assessment to curriculum needs, provides guidelines and examples, and
offer step-by-step rubics and checking processes. Any educator's library needs this.Diane C. DonovanCalifornia
Bookwatch

Reading this well-researched, practical book on assessing critical skills and applying the author's strategies will allow
the library media specialist to not only teach the standards but to also teach students to improve their critical skills.
Learn the process and value of designing assessment that matches the critical skills being taught in order to improve
student performance Find a clear blueprint for the strategies, guidelines, and examples the LM S will need to
immediately help studentsimprove critical skills Understand the importance of teaching and assessing essential skills
and their connection to significantly improved student achievementThis is the definitive work on assessment for
library media specialists and other educators. The author, who is an authority on skill development and assessment,
speaksin layman's terms about the importance of designing assessment that matches the written and taught, standards-
driven curriculum in an authentic manner. He provides succinct guidelines, strategies and examples for authentically
ng the most critical skills students need to acquire.

"Assessing Critical Skillsisan invaluable step-by-step guide to implementing authentic assessment. The author's
online text, Authentic Assessment Toolbox greatly complements the book with further resources. Highly
recommended.' " - Library Media Connection”Library media specialists |earn the process and value of designing
assessments that match critical skillsin Assessing Critical Skills, a definitive work on assessment designed for
educators and librarians alike. Chapters discuss matching assessment to curriculum needs, provides guidelines and
examples, and offer step-by-step rubics and checking processes. Any educator's library needs this." - Midwest Book
"The weakest link in the inclusion of critical skillsin the curriculum has been assessment. These skills that are so
necessary for the workplace and personal life include problem solving, critical thinking, and self-assessment, as well
as locating, evaluating, and communicating information. Assessing these sklls, however, requires different instruments
from the traditional test. This professional book isatoolkit for the educator who is willing to incorporate critical skills
into instruction, but who needs assistance in creating authentic assessments or is looking for new ideas in testing
instruments. An explanation of authentic assessments is followed by steps in the development of instruments for
evaluation of skill development. Formative and summative assessments are given for each scenario. Rubrics for rating
performance for avariety of tasks across the curriculum are akey part of this book. These rubricsinclude solo
audition, evaluation of research claims, paragraph task, and analyzing group collaboration. One chapter focuses on

ng the ability to monitor one's progress and performance, while other chaptes focus on measuring information
literacy skills and collaborative skills. Educators who are familiar with current research in curriculum devel opment
and assessment will recognize many names in the extensive list of references. It will be avery vauable professional
resource for any library serving educators. Classroom teachers and curriculum developers will probably want their
personal copiesaswell." - VOY A "One might think that a book dispensed by a publisher who specializesin providing
professional development resources for K-12 library media and technology specialists would not be applicable to the
run-of-the-classroom teacher. But this book most definitely is. Mueller addresses with considerable clarity the
challenge of how to design assessments that actually measure the critical skills so badly needed by today's students.
Thisis not atheory-only book about the creation of assessments to assess students mastery of high-level cognitive
outcomes. On the contrary, Mueller provide a collection of hands-on tips that any teacher will find useful. This slender
volumeis loaded with guidelines, strategies, and real-world examples. For school leaders inclined to splash about in
the test-devel opment soup, this book is a serviceable spoon.” (W. James PophamProfessor Emeritus, UCLA)About the
AuthorJon Mueller is aprofessor of Psychology at North Central College in Naperville, IL.



