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Jerome D. Schein : At Home Among Strangers: Exploring the Deaf Community in the United States  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised At Home Among Strangers: 
Exploring the Deaf Community in the United States: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. At home among strangersBy Marsha L. PerrineI think this book does 
a great job of summarizing subjects that I have read entire books on before. There is a lot of information packed into 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1563681412


this book. It gives you a great perspective on the Deaf community in Amercia.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. An Historical OverviewBy A CustomerAt Home Among Strangers is a well-written historical 
overview of the Deaf community in America and of Deaf activism. Jerome Schein is a hearing academic who studies 
the Deaf community from a sympathetic but somewhat distant perspective. It contains a lot of good information about 
Deaf organizations and events that hearing people are largely unaware of, so if you are a hearing person who wants to 
learn more about the Deaf community, this isn't a bad place to start, along with other books and classes in ASL.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. An Historical OverviewBy A CustomerThis is a well-written historical 
overview of the Deaf community in America and of Deaf activism. It contains a lot of good information about Deaf 
organizations and events that hearing people are largely unaware of, so if you are a hearing person who wants to learn 
more about the Deaf community, this isn't a bad place to start, along with other books and classes in ASL.

At Home Among Strangers presents an engrossing portrait of the Deaf community as a complex, nationwide social 
network that offers unique kinship to deaf people across the country. Schein depicts in striking detail the history and 
culture of the Deaf community, its structural underpinnings, the intricacies of family life, issues of education and 
rehabilitation, economic factors, and interaction with the medical and legal professions. This book is a fascinating, 
provocative exploration of the Deaf community in the United States for scholars and lay people alike.

From Library JournalDeaf society, says Schein, is worth studying since it offers society more than it takes from it 
culturally. This comprehensive work was written during Schein's year (1986-1987) as Chair of Deaf Studies at 
Gallaudet University. Interesting and insightful, the book explores every aspect of the deaf community--culture, family 
life, education, and economics. In the latter part of the book, Schein proposes his theory of deaf community 
development based on five factors: demography, alienation, affiliation, education, and milieu. Especially interesting 
are the boxes offering anecdotes and real-life problems which highlight the main text. This work is more detailed, 
better structured, and more fluid than Oliver Sack's Seeing Voices ( LJ 7/89). Recommended.- Debra Berlanstein, 
Towson State Univ., BaltimoreCopyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc. Schein ably demonstrates both the 
frustrations of deafness in a hearing world and the comfort, warmth and sense of identity the deaf find among each 
other. This volume should expand scholars' understanding of deaf people and their interactions with hearing 
communities.About the AuthorJerome D. Schein was Professor Emeritus of Sensory Rehabilitation at New York 
University, and Adjunct Professor of Education at the University of Alberta, Canada, and a consultant in Coconut 
Creek, FL. 


