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Jack Simpson : Basics of Genealogy Reference: A Librarian's Guide before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Basics of Genealogy Reference: A Librarian's Guide:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great textbook!By BruinsBaby35This is one of two textbooks for
my Genealogy class. Lots of great tips and resources for info searches.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Great Overview of Genealogy ResourcesBy E. LinskyThis book provides a great overview of how to conduct
genealogical research. It presents avariety of references and explains where to look for different pieces of information.
I would recommend it for both the general reader who is interested in genealogy and the student interested in helping
patrons with geneal ogical research.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Helpful for anyone beginning
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family researchBy E M| ordered this book for a class that | took on genealogy and local history reference sources. |
knew nothing about genealogical research--this book was very helpful and thorough. Covers all sorts of sourcesin
which you might find geneal ogical information.

This book offers novice and experienced reference librarians an introduction to tried-and-true geneal ogy techniques
and resources. With the help of four case studies, Simpson outlines a basic starting strategy for conducting geneal ogy
research. Later chapters deal specifically with genealogical librarianship: how to conduct areference interview,
continuing and professional development, and basic resources every collection should have. Charts, screen shots, and
examples of public documents are also included; while a series of appendices present the case studiesin their
entirety.Genealogy is one of the most popular hobbies in the United States, and is heavily researched in public libraries
and historical repositories. Increasingly, major genealogy resources are available online at libraries through
subscription databases or free on the internet. As aresult, librarians face the overwhelming task of helping alarge
audience of genealogists cope with an ever growing flood of new resources. This book offers novice and experienced
reference librarians an introduction to tried-and-true geneal ogy techniques and resources. With the help of four case
studies, Simpson outlines a basic starting strategy for conducting genealogy research. Later chapters deal specificaly
with genealogical librarianship: how to conduct a reference interview, continuing and professional development, and
basic resources every collection should have. Charts, screen shots, and examples of public documents are also
included; while a series of appendices present the case studiesin their entirety.

From BooklistSimpson, curator of local and family history at the Newberry Library and cocreator (with Ginger Frere)
of ChicagoAncestors.org, has drawn upon his experiences to create a useful manual for anyone helping researchers
locate and comprehend geneal ogical data. Using four case studies, he describes the basic techniques and resources that
have worked to point novices and experienced usersin appropriate directions. These are helpful for librarians who
have never done this kind of work and for those who could benefit from arefresher course. Chapter 13, The
Professional Toolkit, isespecially useful for persons who want to keep current in the field and learnmore through
online sources, professional conferences, and genealogical journals.The list entitled More than Twenty Great
Reference Books suggestsaffordable sources that any library serving genealogists and historians will want to have. This
handy manual works well for librarians for group training and self-directed study, and motivated library patrons can
also learn from it. --Sally Jane "Basics of Genealogy Reference: A Librarian's Guideis aimed at those who control the
most effective of agenealogist's resources: the library. [It's] amust for the modern librarian." - The Midwest Book
"This book contains excellent information to assist librarians in serving patrons seeking help with their genealogical or
family history research. It includes many good illustrated samplings of genealogical and family history records and
research techniquesThis work is recommended for all reference collections, with circulating copies for library patrons.
Libraries should provide free personal copies for each reference librarian to mark up for themselves for use during
consultations with genealogical or family history patrons.” - ARBA"Jack Simpson's new book succeeds in meeting the
needs of two distinct audiences: those seeking a very basic starting strategy for genealogical research and those
seeking to understand the basics of genealogical librarianship. Experienced researchers and veteran librarians will also
find nuggets of information to refresh their knowledge of this area of professiona practice. . . . All inal thisisawell-
written book by a very knowledgeable genealogy librarian. The pace of the book keeps the reader moving. The
information is relevant and up-to-dateparticularly the discussions of online resources. It, minus a discussion of DNA,
isavery solid introduction to the basics of genealogy research and genealogy librarianship. In addition, it is an easy
read. A couple of times my wife, who is neither alibrarian nor a serious geneal ogist, picked up the book and read
several pages before | was able to wrestle it back." - College Research Libraries'the information needed by the
reference librarian, particularly one inexperienced in serving the needs of genealogists or the amateur family historian
isavailable in this book, is presented in afamiliar style with helpful examples. . . . Asabasic handbook, it deserves a
place on the desk of the reference librarian, and perhaps the amateur family historian or the novice genealogist."” -
Association of Professional Geneal ogists QuarterlyAbout the AuthorJACK SIMPSON is Curator of Loca and Family
History at The Newberry Library, Chicago IL.



