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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Becoming New 
Yorkers: Ethnographies of the New Second Generation: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Barely ReadableBy Mike WasowskiWas required to read this book 
and write a 3000 word book review of it. Horrible lay out while also having an unclear thesis. The editor should be 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0871544377


fired, I can't believe that this text was published. The book does however provide excellent statistical evidence, 
amazingly in depth field work and, firsthand accounts from second generation immigrant children. Unfortunately the 
authors fails to tie these three together and to their poorly established thesis. Overall, worst scholarly text I have ever 
read.

More than half of New Yorkers under the age of eighteen are the children of immigrants. This second generation 
shares with previous waves of immigrant youth the experience of attempting to reconcile their cultural heritage with 
American society. In Becoming New Yorkers, noted social scientists Philip Kasinitz, John Mollenkopf, and Mary 
Waters bring together in-depth ethnographies of some of New Yorks largest immigrant populations to assess the 
experience of the new second generation and to explore the ways in which they are changing the fabric of American 
culture. Becoming New Yorkers looks at the experience of specific immigrant groups, with regard to education, jobs, 
and community life. Exploring immigrant education, Nancy Lpez shows how teachers low expectations of Dominican 
males often translate into lower graduation rates for boys than for girls. In the labor market, Dae Young Kim finds that 
Koreans, young and old alike, believe the second generation should use the opportunities provided by their parents 
small business success to pursue less arduous, more rewarding work than their parents. Analyzing civic life, Amy 
Forester profiles how the high-ranking members of a predominantly black labor union, who came of age fighting for 
civil rights in the 1960s, adjust to an increasingly large Caribbean membership that sees the leaders not as pioneers but 
as the old-guard establishment. In a revealing look at how the second-generation views itself, Sherry Ann Butterfield 
and Aviva Zeltzer-Zubida point out that black West Indian and Russian Jewish immigrants often must choose whether 
to identify themselves alongside those with similar skin color or to differentiate themselves from both native blacks 
and whites based on their unique heritage. Like many other groups studied here, these two groups experience race as a 
fluid, situational category that matters in some contexts but is irrelevant in others.As immigrants move out of gateway 
cities and into the rest of the country, America will increasingly look like the multicultural society vividly described in 
Becoming New Yorkers. This insightful work paints a vibrant picture of the experience of second generation 
Americans as they adjust to American society and help to shape its future.
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