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Timothy J. Henderson : Beyond Borders: A History of Mexican Migration to the United States  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beyond Borders: A History of 
Mexican Migration to the United States: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Mexican Immigration to the U.S. - A Hot Issue Brought into 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1405194308


PerspectiveBy J. LockieAn excellent objective history of Mexican immigration to the US. Very readable and 
definitely a "can't put it down (or rather with Kindle - can't turn it off!)" book. Excellent analysis of the politics 
surrounding the efforts of both governments to solve this elusive problem. Henderson provides a moving chronicle of 
the conflictive nature of this not-so-recent phenomenon. He includes some interesting background on how the 
European Union handled this situation. His account of the Bracero movement provides some interesting insights. This 
report makes it crystal clear how powerful business interests and politics rule.The realistic conclusions help us to 
understand how difficult the solution will be. A must read for all those in both the US and Mexico who wish for a just 
and lasting solution. Thanks, Tim, Good Job!7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Satisfying a Childhood 
CuriosityBy S. MolerWhen I started attending junior high school in the western San Fernando Valley (Los Angeles 
County) in the mid-1960s, I noticed from the outset small groups of Mexican-Americans hanging out together at lunch 
hour and other times. I had attended an all-white elementary school, so junior high was my first significant exposure to 
racial and ethnic minorities. I was curious about these Mexican-American students. Why did they stick to themselves? 
Where did their families come from? Where did they live? I didn't know the answers to these questions until I read 
Timothy Henderson's Beyond Borders.Beyond Borders is an excellent analysis of the history and politics behind 
today's immigration debate. Henderson takes us back to the Spanish colonial period, the Mexican-American War, the 
pre- and post-World War II era, and NAFTA to explain why our immigration situation seems so chaotic and 
sometimes ludicrous. If you want to get a handle on why there are an estimated 12 million undocumented immigrants 
in the United States, this book provides the answers in a very readable manner. The historical perspectives were 
particularly helpful to me. I recommend this book for anyone who's trying to get a grip on our nation's immigration 
issue.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good, informationalBy LirioA good book about immigrants 
and reasons for migration. As an increasingly hot topic in politics, it presents information factually and true.

Beyond Borders: A History of Mexican Migration to the United States details the origins and evolution of the 
movement of people from Mexico into the United States from the first significant flow across the border at the turn of 
the twentieth century up to the present day. Considers the issues from the perspectives of both the United States and 
Mexico Offers a reasoned assessment of the factors that drive Mexican immigration, explains why so many of the 
policies enacted in Washington have only worsened the problem, and suggests what policy options might prove more 
effective Argues that the problem of Mexican immigration can only be solved if Mexico and the United States work 
together to reduce the disequilibrium that propels Mexican immigrants to the United States 

"Well researched and documented. Very readable narrative. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All academic 
levels/libraries." (Choice, 1 December 2011) "Given all the ranting over Mexican immigration- on both sides of the 
issue- its like a breath of farm-fresh air in fall to have a book that quietly and concisely explains how we got here." 
Sam Quinones, author of Antonio's Gun and Delfino's Dream: True Tales of Mexican Migration "Beyond Borders 
delivers on its title by synthesizing a complex binational history. Highly readable, it is an excellent resource for 
students, policymakers, and anyone interested in better understanding a process that is profoundly important for both 
the United States and Mexico." David FitzGerald, Gildred Chair in U.S.-Mexican Relations, University of California, 
San Diego, author of A Nation of Emigrants: How Mexico Manages its MigrationFrom the Back CoverThe issue of 
undocumented Mexican immigrants evokes constant debate within the spheres of politics, the economy, and the 
media. However, Mexican immigration to the United Statesboth legal and illegalis not a new phenomenon and has 
been a contentious issue for at least a century. Beyond Borders: A History of Mexican Migration to the United States 
details the origins and evolution of the conflict from the first significant flow across the border at the turn of the 
twentieth century until the present day. Viewing the issue from both the Mexican and U.S. perspectives, the author 
reveals the variety of complex social, economic, and policy shifts that drive migrants across the border. Henderson 
examines the early relations between the U.S. and Mexico, and also traces the critical events and incentives that 
contributed to the flow of Mexicans northward: a voracious demand for cheap labor in the U.S. in the early 1900s for 
railroad building, mining, and farming; changes to U.S. immigration law in the 1920s that restricted migration from 
Africa and Asia; the "bracero" program instituted by the U.S. to fill labor shortages brought about by World War II; 
and migratory patterns resulting from U.S. policies in the 1960s through to the enactment of NAFTA in 1994. Beyond 
Borders: A History of Mexican Migration to the United States provides the reader with a deep appreciation and 
understanding of a complex issue whose roots are far more intertwined than many realize. 


