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Robert J. Werner : Bolivia in Focus: A Guide to the People, Politics, and Culture (In Focus Guides) (The in 
Focus Guides)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bolivia 
in Focus: A Guide to the People, Politics, and Culture (In Focus Guides) (The in Focus Guides): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Highly RecommendedBy CrossmanRobert Werner's book is 
wonderful. "Bolivia in Focus" is written in a style that is immensely readable, yet reflects Werner's deep understanding 
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and appreciation of the material and his enthusiasm for sharing it.The book covers a range of topics, from Bolivia's 
beautiful Incan past and vast natural resources to its checkered politics and heated indigenous struggles. The topics 
provide the reader with a broad introduction to Bolivia, setting the stage and offering resources for further research or 
extended travel to the country.The book is required reading for anyone planning a trip to Bolivia, or simply interested 
in an in-depth but enjoyable introduction to this resilient South American country.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. One of the best summaries availableBy CustomerFor a small book, it packs a lot of information that 
helps the reader gain an understanding of the history of Bolivia and a feeling for the population. Nothing can take the 
place of in-depth study and actually living in the country, but this comes close for a short book.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. BoliviaBy D. M. MckayThe book was a well written and straightforward account of Bolivia 
past and present. It helped to understand questions that I had after visiting Bolivia and being unable to find a book 
written in English about the country while there. I had no problem finding such a book about Peru when there on the 
same trip.

This land of colorful cultures and stunning landscapes offers the curious visitor and student an unending stream of 
extraordinary things. From a fantastic archeological record to llama fetuses in the Witch s Market, from the coca story 
to the hemisphere s first indigenous president, the history and cultures of Bolivia is an eye-opening experience.But 
behind its breathtaking scenery and welcoming culture lies a more complex country facing serious political instability 
and environmental threat. Bolivia in Focus helps the traveler who aspires to be well-informed to understand the wider 
picture and build up an overall knowledge of the country. It also gives the reader a thought-provoking introduction to 
the sources of tension in Bolivia, the poorest country in South America, and the people s struggle for social justice that 
has been missing since the arrival of colonialism five hundred years ago.Bolivia in Focus is an authoritative and up-to-
date guide to this captivating country. It explores the land and people, history, economy, politics, society, culture and 
religion, and includes the author s tips on must-see landmarks and historical sites and how to get the most out of a 
brief visit.

About the AuthorDr. Robert Werner teaches geography at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. His 
goal as a writer is to bring insight to places in the world by synthesizing academically informed knowledge with 
personal experience. 


