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Guillermo Vicente Vidal : Boxing for Cuba: An Immigrant's Story before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Boxing for Cuba: An Immigrant's Story:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Inspirational!By R. Jonesl was moved by both Vidal's life story asa
Cuban immigrant to the US as well as how magically he used words to share the complex emotions of his
journey.Having grown up as a US expatiate in San Juan, Puerto Rico where many displaced Cubanos found a new
home. | have always suspected that many of my childhood Cuban friends had similarly challenging experiences, and
this story enabled me to better imagine the loss they endured along with the grit they exercised as they created in their
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adopted home.Thank-you Guille!Bob -- Vero Beach, FLO of 0 people found the following review helpful. A
Fascinating Immigrant StoryBY rootdrThe reader gains in intimate and colorful picture not only of an immigrant
family but of the hardships created by the Castro regime. Mr. Vidal pours out his most intimate thoughts in an effort to
reconnect with the history that shaped the lives of himself and his family.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Interested in immigrants and their livesin U.S.By IARRY d WHEATONMYy father was a Greek immigrant to
the US back in the 1920's. | grew up in atown of immigrant families who came from different parts of the world. Later
inmy life | had the job of interviewing, testing, and helping new immigrants settle into English classes and vocational
training that would prepare them for jobs. | always enjoyed their stories of how and why they came here and then also
later learning if they were ever able to go back to visit their homeland, and if so, how that story went. | was interested
in knowing the Cuban story because | have only ever briefly met one Cuban person and she was such ajoy. | livein
Colorado (as does the author), so | was sure Guillermo Vidal's book would give me a good glimpse into his story and
the Cuban history, which it did. | have always thought 1'd love to visit the Cuban neighborhoods in Miami. Also, now
that it's possible to visit Cuba, | think 1'd enjoy traveling there too after reading this book.

In 1961, fearing the communist rule of Fidel Castro, Guillermo Vicente Vidal's family sent him to Americathrough
Operation Peter Pan. He arrived in Colorado and was sent to an orphanage with his brothers, and his family reunited
four years |ater. Fifty years later, he served as Denver's mayor. Thisis his story of overcoming incredible odds.

From BooklistGrowing up in awealthy, privileged family in Havanain the 1950s, Guillermo seemed to lead an idyllic
life, but, in fact, he and his brothers lay awake for hours as their parents raged at each other long into the night. Then
Castro came to power, and, in 1961, Guillermos parents sent the boys to the U.S. with more than 14,000 other Cuban
children on Operation Peter Pan. When relativesin Miami failed to meet the Vidal brothers, they found themselvesin
an orphanage in Denver, where they suffered brutal abuse. After many years, their parents joined them; Vidal grew up
to be mayor of Denver, and today he is a Hispanic business leader. Cuban Americans will certainly take pride in the
successful immigrant story here, but the candor of the personal drama at home gives the book added depth and
resonance. Paralleling the broader context of palitical uproar in Cuba and the missile crisis are the raging battles
between the parents, from which there was no escape. --Hazel Rochman "1 really enjoyed it." #8212President Bill
Clinton"The book is lovely, beautifully written and so evocative of atime and place." #8212Anna Quindlen "Growing
up in aweslthy, privileged family in Havanain the 1950s, Guillermo seemed to lead an idyllic life, but, in fact, he and
his brothers lay awake for hours as their parents raged at each other long into the night. Then Castro came to power,
and, in 1961, Guillermos parents sent the boys to the U.S. with more than 14,000 other Cuban children on Operation
Peter Pan. When relatives in Miami failed to meet the Vidal brothers, they found themselvesin an orphanage in
Denver, where they suffered brutal abuse. After many years, their parents joined them; Vidal grew up to be mayor of
Denver, and today he is a Hispanic business |eader. Cuban Americans will certainly take pride in the successful
immigrant story here, but the candor of the personal drama at home gives the book added depth and resonance.
Paralleling the broader context of political uproar in Cuba and the missile crisis are the raging battles between the
parents, from which there wasno escape.” Booklist



