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9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent BookBy D. GreenJun Uchida does afine job of
exploring an under exposed page of Modern Japan's history, a history that is very much a part of Modern Korea's as
well. He takes us from the very beginning starting with the 1876 Treaty of Kanghwa that opened Korea to Japanese
trade and exchange. Since that time, Japanese began to Koreato settle and take advantage of the one sided
opportunities granted by the treat. As more and more Japanese came, the more power they amassed in their dealings
with the Korean government first indirectly , then directly (with the nation of Empress Myeonseong), and until
finally coming to remove it with the annexation that came with the forcing of Emperor Gojong to sign over Korean
sovereignty. In ashort time period, the Resident-General became the Governor-General .Uchida chronicles the
Japanese settlers' struggle with the Japanese government in Tokyo to, at first , keep up with the basic support colonias
needed from their metropole. Early on, the settlers were very much on their own in determining what was needed on
an organizational level and spiritual one to be "Japanese” in Korea. Later on, as Japan put its self through a number of
armed conflicts on its own march toward industrialization/modernization, Tokyo become too involved in its control
over Korea (and the other colonies) in the eyes of the settlers who had been use the distance the center of the Empire
had from Seoul before that point. Korea and the native Koreans were dragged into this industrialization/modernization
with an even greater discomfort and sense dispossession as the roots of modern Korean nationalism began to take root
at this time as well.One of the many things that Uchida does well isillustrate the relationships between the Japanese
settlers and the Koreans and how it evolved over time and how the two groups learned, benefited, and used each other.
Much of what it means then (and | would say now as well) to be Japanese in the nationalistic sense was defined and
outlined during this period in history as the settlers sought out waysto differentiate themselves from the (others) local
Koreans and to give a purpose to their imperialism. As areaction to this, Koreans did similarly in their calls for
independence and in their steadfast hold and pride in their culture and traditions in the face of oppression. However,
Uchida gives us many examples of the graying acts of mutual respect and cooperation as many groups among the two
ethnicities desired Tokyo to leave Koreain the hands of just the people in Korea (albeit for different reasons) during
the later years of the imperial period.The best thing that this book doesis give us another much needed look and
thorough examination of Colonial Korea and the life of the Japanese in Korea and how they influenced the lives of
Koreans. Much of what took placein Colonial Korea hasinformed and laid the foundation for the Korea(s) that we
know during own eratoday. The same can be said Imperial Japan its its setters spread out over much of East Asia
during the first half of the 1900s. Much of this history was been white washed out of books and records for many
different reasons. Brokers of Empire gives us the opportunity to darken those pages that have been washed and remind
usthat (East Asian) history is not as black and white as many want it to appear to be.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. A toughie but agoodieBy Jon AThis is adense read, but Uchida's examination of interactions between
all partiesinvolved in colonization and imperialism is an enlightening one.6 of 7 people found the following review
helpful. Japanese K oreaBy EdM .Brokers of Empire can be considered alandmark study of the Japanese administration
of Korea. The book is very detailed and well researched. The author shows how the Japanese settlers and the Korean
elites worked together to form apoalitical bloc to administer the colonial territory. Between 1876-1945 tens of
thousands of Japanese settlers arrived to call Koreatheir new home. By the end of the Pacific War a million Japanese
called it home. Many of the colonists originated from southwest Japan searching for farmland, commercial
opportunity, and "elbow room". By 1940 nearly a quarter of Japanese in Korea were employed by the government,
making the peninsula more attached to Japan than comparable European colonies to their colonies. The author iterates
how the colonists concentrated on the commercial venues (36% of the settlers were engaged in commercial activity vs.
4% for agriculture) and truly modernized the colony by building railways, roads, and other infrastructure that it
previously did not have. The settlers always seemed to be in the middle between what the Tokyo government wanted
and how the realitiesin Koreareally was. The annexation of Koreain 1910 led to the formation of the Governor-
General administration. The first Governor was Terauchi Masatake, an individual who over hissix yearsin office laid
the foundations of the new state. A biographical chapter should have been written as it was for one of his successors,
Saito Makoto. The personalities of the governors affected policy and implementation of laws since they were given so
much autonomy by Tokyo. The programs that the colonial government set to help the Koreans ranged from education,
medical help, and later on certain citizen rights. The settlers were the brokers of empire in the sense that they
facilitated the dialogue between the disparate wants and needs of various groups such as nationalists (both Japanese
and Korean) business groups, and later on the military. By the end of the book one wonders why so many settlers were
"repatriated” to Japan when some had lived all their lives in the Korean territory. The historical facts of Japan's
administration of Korea are presented and though this topic may be contentious for some, the author clearly shows the
beneficial side that it brought. This book was purchased with the forethought that it seemed academic, was highly
pleased that it is both academic and popular(general) history and can be read by anyone whether they are general
readers of Asian history or students of Japanese studies. Six stars and HIGHLY recommended.
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"Brokers of Empireis amagisterial work. Thisisalavish compliment, butUchidadeservesit. Her book is grand in the
sweep of its reinterpretation and in its command of information about a huge cast of actors. Viewing the Korean
colonial experience through the lens of the all-but-forgotten settler community, she compels us to rethink the empire-
building process."--James C. Baxter,Japan "Brokers of Empireis a triumphant, landmark study....At once lyrical and
analytical inits prose,Brokers of Empireoffers--through the lens of settler colonialism--a complete re-examination of
Koreaunder colonial rule and, with it, the role of settlersin shaping the Japanese empire. Unguestionably, the impact
of Uchida'swork will be felt not only in the study of Japan, but also in the broader literature on comparative settler
colonialism and empire, writ large."--Caroline Elkins, Harvard University"Richly researched and nicely argued, this
study brings Asiainto the burgeoning literature on colonialism that stresses the co-production of empire by the
colonizers and the colonized.Uchidashows how Japanese settlers and Korean elites operated in a tense dynamic with
one another, with the colonia state, and with the imperial metropole in a more complex choreography of colonial
power than the conventional narrative admits. An important contribution to the history of twentieth-century East
Asia"--Carol Gluck, Columbia University"The Roman deity Janus, he of two faces, is a constant presence in Brokers
of Empire, serving as a metaphor for the brokering activities of the Japanese settlers ... But it might equally be applied
to Uchida herself, as she artfully turns through multiple sources and historiographical approaches, and as she leads the
reader through multiple Janus-like transitions ...with elegant turn of phrase and clarity of argument. Brokers of Empire
is an outstanding book, one that will be read and referenced for many years to come." -- Martin Dusinberre,Journal of
Colonialism and Colonia HistoryAbout the AuthorJun Uchidais Associate Professor of History at Stanford
University.



