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praised Cartographies of Exile: A New Spatial Literacy (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature): 

This book proposes a fundamental relationship between exile and mapping. It seeks to understand the cartographic 
imperative inherent in the exilic condition, the exilic impulses fundamental to mapping, and the varied forms of 
description proper to both. The vital intimacy of the relationship between exile and mapping compels a new spatial 
literacy that requires the cultivation of localized, dynamic reading practices attuned to the complexities of 
understanding space as text and texts as spatial artifacts. The collection asks: what kinds of maps do exiles make? How 
are they conceived, drawn, read? Are they private maps or can they be shaped collectively? What is their relationship 
to memory and history? How do maps provide for new ways of imagining the fractured experience of exile and offer 
up both new strategies for reading displacement and new displaced reading strategies? Where does exilic mapping fit 
into a history of cartography, particularly within the twentieth-century spatial turn? The original work that makes up 
this interdisciplinary collection presents a varied look at cartographic strategies employed in writing, art, and film from 
the pre-Contact Americas to the Renaissance to late postmodernism; the effects of exile, in its many manifestations, on 
cartographic textual systems, ways of seeing, and forms of reading; the challenges of traversing and mapping unstable 
landscapes and restrictive social and political networks; and the felicities and difficulties of both giving into the map 
and attempting to escape the map that provides for exile in the first place. Cartographies of Exile will be of interest to 
students and scholars working in literary and cultural studies; gender, sexuality, and race studies; anthropology; art 
history and architecture; film, performance, visual studies; and the fine arts.

"Cartographies of Exile is a timely, fascinating, and important new collection that charts the complex interplay 
between map-making and exile. Ranging across literary and cultural studies, the digital humanities, and the visual arts, 
Cartographies of Exile offers a strikingly interdisciplinary approach and a breadth of scholarship that will ensure its 
place as a key point of reference in the emergent geo- or spatial humanities." Peta Mitchell, The University of 
Queensland, Australia "This exciting and innovative book opens up a broad interdisciplinary dialogue on the spatial 
practices of the exilic condition. The various approaches demonstrate how the historic and political burdens on much 
of cartography still leave room for individual acts of agency. The volumes meaningful contribution lies in this 
interface between national-regional-local map-making and individual aesthetic and political gestures of marking 
terrain. The authors lucid examples from literature, art, ecology, and new media challenge cartography to expand and 
account for the placelessness of exile." Marcy E. Schwartz, Rutgers University, USAAbout the AuthorKaren Elizabeth 
Bishop is Assistant Professor of Spanish and Comparative Literature at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, USA. 
Selected publications include work in the Journal of Modern Literature, the Journal of Transnational American 
Studies, Translation , and the Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians. 


