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Miriam I. Ticktin : Casualties of Care: Immigration and the Politics of Humanitarianism in France  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Casualties of Care: 
Immigration and the Politics of Humanitarianism in France: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A must read!By CustomerThis is a courageous book! With care and 
compassion, Miriam Ticktin's ethnography of humanitarian aid in France dismantles our most cherished assumptions 
about care, compassion and sympathy as the political motivations that govern immigration and health care policy in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520269055


France. By implication, Ticktin's book unravels how the sentiments of care and compassion have become forces of 
exclusion in the daily struggle to aid the most disenfranchised and disregarded inhabitants of our world. In no 
uncertain terms, this book asks us to rethink what is really human about our humanitarian impulses, and what has 
become uncaring about our attitudes towards suffering. Anyone interested in international politics, health care, ethics, 
cultural anthropology, cultural studies, democracy, disability studies, immigration policy, refugees, gender studies, 
NGOs, and the medicalization of care will find this well written, well documented, and well argued book essential. 
[This review is based on the Kindle version of the book].Davide PanagiaCanada Research Chair in Cultural Studies1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. superbBy Reader OneThe concept of human "rights" too often is 
understood as a self-evident good. Ticktin offers us a new way of understanding some of the problematic uses of this 
concept, and the the result is a highly readable and insightful book. Highly recommended!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy ShezrayA very honest and well written book - extremely informative and 
blood boiling read! Thank you

This book explores the unintended consequences of compassion in the world of immigration politics. Miriam Ticktin 
focuses on France and its humanitarian immigration practices to argue that a politics based on care and protection can 
lead the state to view issues of immigration and asylum through a medical lens. Examining two regimes of 
carehumanitarianism and the movement to stop violence against womenTicktin asks what it means to permit the sick 
and sexually violated to cross borders while the impoverished cannot? She demonstrates how in an inhospitable 
immigration climate, unusual pathologies can become the means to residency papers, making conditions like HIV, 
cancer, and select experiences of sexual violence into distinct advantages for would-be migrants. Ticktins analysis also 
indicts the inequalities forged by global capitalism that drive people to migrate, and the state practices that criminalize 
the majority of undocumented migrants at the expense of care for the exceptional few.

Illuminating. . . . An important contribution to the study of the struggle for rights by migrant movements in Europe. 


