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Leon Gautier : Chivalry: The Everyday Life of the Medieval Knight  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chivalry: The Everyday Life of the Medieval Knight: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Neglected ClassicBy Un prtreThis is a fascinating history of 
Chivalry, drawn from a massive array of source materials. It is also the source of the famous "Ten Commandments of 
Chivalry", compiled by Gautier as a synthesis of the ideals that motivated a true knight. This book presents knighthood 
as an ideal, not as a Romantic notion; a way of virtue rather than a complex system of stilted behaviors. Some may 
challenge his scholarship, perhaps. Some may question his idealistic portrayal. But Gautier does not pretend that all 
knights followed Chivalry as he describes it; all he is trying to show is that there was an ideal, whether or not men 
lived up to it, and that this ideal still has relevance and value for our times. And that is a conclusion worth pondering. 
This book is unjustly forgotten. A fine work to help us revive the spirit of true chivalry.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. A real pleasure to read by an author who adores ...By Wine_Dark_SeaA real pleasure to read 
by an author who adores his subject. Written in the 19th century style of unapologetic grandeur. The last word on the 
subject of chivalry!

Confined chiefly to the time of French King Philip Augustus, 1180-1223, Traces the life of the medieval knight from 
the cradle to the grave. Beginning with the Christian military ideal, he then outlines the Ten Commandments of the 
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twelfth-century Code of Chivalry and shows how these precepts were implemented.


