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David I Smith : Christians and Cultural Difference (Calvin Shorts)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Christians and Cultural Difference (Calvin Shorts): 

Encountering cultural differences in the classroom, in the workplace, in the church, and in the public square is an 
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everyday part of contemporary life. The chances that we will live our lives interacting only with those who share our 
cultural identity and ways of thinking are shrinking. Understanding culture and how cultural difference affects how we 
understand one another and live well together is no longer just for travelers. It has become a basic life skill. Past 
Christian ways of thinking about cultural difference as most important for missions to far away places do not 
harmonize with today's realities. This book offers a brief, critical overview of how Christians have been rethinking 
their relationship to cultural difference. Creation and fall, the image of God, the body/temple that is the church, 
neighbor ethics, the trinity, the incarnation and cross of Christ, and the call to welcome strangers - each of these offers 
distinct challenges to think in Christian ways about how we deal with differences. Exploring the strengths and 
weaknesses of various approaches, this book provides a concise guide to current Christian discussions of otherness. It 
points to rich ways in which Christians can responsibly and graciously embrace cultural difference.

"[David Smith and Pennylyn Dykstra-Pruim] do a remarkable job of offering substantive content in a way that is 
interesting and accessible. There's an excellent balance of theoretical concepts, illustrations, and application. I think 
this is going to be very useful." -David Livermore, Ph.D., President of Cultural Intellegence CenterAbout the 
AuthorDavid I. Smith is Director of Graduate Studies in Education and Director of the Kuyers Institute for Christian 
Teaching and Learning at Calvin College. He also serves as Senior Editor of the International Journal of Christianity 
and Education. His recent publications include Teaching and Christian Imagination (with Susan M. Felch), Learning 
from the Stranger: Christian Faith and Cultural Diversity, and Teaching and Christian Practices: Reshaping Faith and 
Learning (with James K. A. Smith). 


