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Bess G. de Farber : Collaborative Grant-Seeking: A Practical Guidefor Librarians (Practical Guidesfor
Librarians) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Collaborative Grant-Seeking: A Practical Guide for Librarians (Practical Guides for Librarians):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Comprehensive and Practical Handbook for Library Grant
FundingBy MikeThisis an excellent handbook for library grant funding. The book begins with a history of the
American library community, which enables the reader to see how the value of raising grant funds fitsinto a context. It
discusses the value of developing a culture of grantsmanship within the institution and provides checklists and
timelines, suggestions for enhancing the likelihood of success, examples of funded projects, numerous references, and
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adetailed index.The emphasis on collaboration in the title may be a bit misleading, as the book's coverage is certainly
much broader than the title may imply. Still, the value of collaboration at many levels permeates the entire volume. As
the author points out, collaboration with other agencies and programs may have certain benefits. But beyond that, any
grant application will involve collaboration at some level, even within one's own ingtitution. For example, the author
emphasizes the value of soliciting ideas and feedback from a broad range of people within the institution throughout
the entire process of conception and development of the proposal. The book is also readistic in that things may not
always go smoothly during the application process. For example, some team members may have their own priorities or
insecurities and it isimportant to find a way to work with such individuals. The book emphasizes that the benefits of
applying for grant funds are not only about money. The application process forces grant seekers to think seriously and
in some detail about how their project might be conducted and what the outcomes are likely to be. The bottom lineis
that it is gratifying when contributions can be made to the institution or to the larger community with the help of a
grant that might not have been feasible, if even possible, without such assistance. (S. Michael Plaut, Ph.D.,
Gainesville, FL)O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable resourceBy JCThisis an invaluable
resource, not only for librarians but for those who, like me, collaborate with librarians in academic and/or cultural
organizations. Grant-seekers, as de Farber notes, rarely have recourse to "black and white" guidelines -- even when
expensive, multi-year projects are at stake, instructions can be loose, vague, and even contradictory. Helping readers
navigate the "gray" environment of grant-seeking, De Farber demystifies the language of sponsor guidelines and offers
clear, step-by-step instructions. With years of professional experience as both a grant applicant and a grant
administrator, de Farber achieves a great balance of big-picture and nitty-gritty concerns: she covers everything from
finding partners, to generating a budget, to using appendices appropriately. Not only a practical guide to securing
grants, thisbook is a blueprint for building strong partnerships and ambitious, doable projects that will benefit your
community or organization.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An essential guide to maximizing library
grant partnershipsBy JenCollaboration is essentially arequirement for grants these days, as funders are looking to
maximize their bang for the buck. Managing a grant between partnering institutions can be especially tricky. De
Farbers guide takes the guesswork out of grants, walking the applicant through every step from establishing the initial
partnership to signing off on the application. Helpful checklists and examples provide arubric for applicants, from
elements of the application itself, to establishing the project timeline and workflows. Even experienced applicants will
learn something new from De Farbers techniques. Thisis one of the few grant books written specifically for libraries
and worth adding to your professional development collection if youre applying for (or even just considering) a

grant. - Jennifer Clifton, LSTA Grant Consultant, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN.

A collaborative approach to grant seeking can stimulate and reshape the culture of your library organization. The
exciting and rewarding activities of developing a successful grants program can yield enormous dividends for the
benefit of your staff, patrons, and community. Collaborative Grant-Seeking: A Practical Guide for Librarians will
share new insights for those who want to access grant funding without reinventing the wheel. Based on years of
practical grant writing and collaboration devel opment experience, this resource provides a complete guide for setting
up alibrary grant-seeking program, and for combining forces with community partners to increase grant funding to
libraries. Venturing into the grants world can be scary and unpredictable. This book offers detailed strategies and
practical stepsto establish a supportive and collaborative environment that creates the capacity to consistently develop
fundable proposals, and gives readers the confidence needed to make grant-seeking activities commonpla

Grant collaboration has an exponential benefit to partnering libraries and organizations that extends far beyond the
dollars received. Collaborating on a grant project enables libraries to establish lasting relationships in addition to
implementing new grant-funded services. De Farber contends that grant writing is an overlooked activity and that
librarians are naturally inclined to be successful grantees. The author walks readers through the process, beginning
with identifying funding opportunities and forming alliances. The guide provides specific suggestions for establishing
communication and work flows between partnering institutions. Assistance is also provided for all common
components of a grant application, from selecting atitle to preparing the appendixes. To provide inspiration, several
examples of successful applications and projects are shared, while checklists and samples demystify the practice. What
makes this an excellent complement to other grant guidesis that the focus is not on winning but instead on building
the team.Verdict A solid guide for novice to expert grant seekerstired of going it aone. (Library Journal) The book is
conveniently organized in away that allows its reader to jump to useful information on the aspects of grant-seeking of
that are of interest to them without needing to read other parts of the book which may not apply. After reading this
book, any librarian can be more eager and less intimidated to pursue grant-seeking opportunities because of the way
the author demystifies the process of developing a grant proposal. | would recommend the purchase of this book to any
librarian or library wishing to develop an understanding of grant-seeking because it will provide you with a step by
step guide to achieve that goal. (Journal of the Canadian Health Libraries Association)Collaborative Grant-Seeking: A
Practical Guide for Librariansis awelcome guide for librarians new to the world of grants, and useful for the



experienced grant writer. In seven easy-to-read chapters, De Farber takes the reader through the entire grant-seeking
process. De Farber brings a wealth of experience to her writing, having served as grants manager for multiple
universities and on grant review panels for all manner of organizations. The background information, suggestions and
ideas here are excellent. However, what makes the book indispensable are the examples. The book contains everything
from sample timelines and budgets to application checklists to opening paragraphs to evaluation plans, and everything
in between. The book itself, part of Rowman Littlefields Practical Guides for Librarians series, is clean and easy to
move through. The writing is clear and quite understandable, even for those with no grant-seeking experience
whatsoever. Librarians from al types of libraries will find this book helpful. Collaborative Grant-Seeking: A Practical
Guidefor Librariansis highly recommended for all libraries and all librarians. (Technical Services Quarterly)The book
is conveniently organized in away that allows its reader to jump to useful information on the aspects of grant-seeking
of that are of interest to them without needing to read other parts of the book which may not apply. After reading this
book, any librarian can be more eager and less intimidated to pursue grant-seeking opportunities because of the way
the author demystifies the process of developing a grant proposal. | would recommend the purchase of thisbook to any
librarian or library wishing to develop an understanding of grant-seeking because it will provide you with a step by
step guide to achieve that goal. (Journal of the Canadian Health Libraries Association)"Bess de Farber's Collaborative
Grant-Seeking: A Practical Guide for Librarians should be required reading for anyone who works or wants to work in
alibrary. Grants offer libraries opportunities to innovate, experiment, and jump-start new services, but many librarians
are unsure about how to be successful grant-seekers. This guide provides credible and highly useful advice based on
the author's full career as a successful grant-seeker. It demystifies the grant-seeking process, and provides an effective
toolkit to help libraries justify, plan, implement, and sustain an organizational culture of grantsmanship. With de
Farber's guidance, libraries will be better prepared to leverage and align grant-seeking to more fully support an
organization's strategic goals and directions. | highly recommend this guide to anyone who wantsto help libraries
succeed in the current fiscal climate." (Chuck Thomas, Executive Director, USMAI Library Consortium and Former
Federal Grants Program Officer)About the AuthorBess G. de Farber holds a Master of Nonprofit Management from
Florida Atlantic University and serves as the University of Florida George A. Smathers Libraries Grants Manager.



