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E. Turner : Communitas: The Anthropology of Collective Joy (Contemporary Anthropology of Religion) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Communitas: The 
Anthropology of Collective Joy (Contemporary Anthropology of Religion): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The Realized CommunityBy ShamamaThis is a wonderful book, 
bringing together decades of ethnographic field research with the experience of being in, and creating relationships 
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among people. Reminiscent of the concept of the beloved community, Communitas expands on the work of Victor 
Turner, exploring the ways in which groups can create a sense of connection, bringing/allowing new people into the 
shared space of belonging through the ritual process.This is an important addition to the literature of anthropology and 
speaks to the apparent hunger in our alienated society for a sense of connection as expressed by various populist 
movements such as OWS.It is also quite simply, a pleasure to read and the gift of an exceptional anthropologist and 
humanist.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book serves as an excellent resource of stories and 
descriptions of the experience of ...By Bernard De KovenThis book serves as an excellent resource of stories and 
descriptions of the experience of "communitas" a originally defined by Victor Turner, here extended to a far-reaching 
range of collective celebration both in the secular and religious worlds. It suffers from poor translation and editing. 
Pick through it. There are treasures of understanding and enlightenment awaiting.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Ashley E. MaynardAn excellent book by an excellent scholar.

Communitas is inspired fellowship; a group's pleasure in sharing common experiences; being 'in the zone' - as in 
music, sport, and work; the sense felt by a group when their life together takes on full meaning. The experience of 
communitas, almost beyond strict definition and with almost endless variations, often appears unexpectedly.

"A monument to the serial careers of a remarkable anthropological couple." Barbara Tedlock, professor of 
Anthropology, SUNY Buffalo "Just suppose someone did know just exactly what community is, and how to resolve its 
complexities by revealing the communitas behind it, that would be Edie Turner, and this book would be the way she 
does it, for once and for all, and this time for real." Roy Wagner, professor of Anthropology, University of 
VirginiaAbout the AuthorEdith Turner is Lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Virginia, USA, specializing in 
the study of ritual, religion, and consciousness. She has been researching the field of symbol/ritual for nearly 60 
years - formerly in collaboration with her husband, renowned anthropologist Victor Turner - and has conducted 
fieldwork in Zambia, Northern Alaska, rural Ireland, Central and South America, Europe, and Asia. She was editor in 
chief of the journal, A+nthropology and Humanism , and is author of Heart of Lightness: The Life of an 
Anthropologist (2006), Among the Healers: Stories of Spiritual and Ritual Healing around the World (2005), and a 
contributor to Shamanism: A Reader (2003). 


