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Peter Block : Community: The Structure of Belonging  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Community: The Structure of Belonging: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Give a copy to your local politiciansBy FogRiderExcellent summary 
of major contributors to the development of "community" development rather than "stuff as many as you can" into a 
neighborhood. Local politicians should read this book and evaluate their approach to planning for growth. Too often a 
builder's association has the upper hand in influencing county and municipal planning departments. A "systems" 
approach is advocated in this book that looks at human needs and activity as the primary motivation for determining 
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how to plan for population growth.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice book easy read.By 
JasonNice book easy read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Just an excellent book about the value and 
support of communityBy Nora CarlsonI will never think of community as a hindrance again. Read as grad student and 
during a course where we stayed at a monastery. Just an excellent book about the value and support of community. 
Yes, you can comfortably remain a unique individual while appreciating what a real community offers and allows the 
growth of the individual.

Modern society is plagued by fragmentation. The various sectors of our communities--businesses, schools, social 
service organizations, churches, government--do not work together. They exist in their own worlds. As do so many 
individual citizens, who long for connection but end up marginalized, their gifts overlooked, their potential 
contributions lost. This disconnection and detachment makes it hard if not impossible to envision a common future and 
work towards it together. We know what healthy communities look like--there are many success stories out there, and 
they've been described in detail. What Block provides in this inspiring new book is an exploration of the exact way 
community can emerge from fragmentation: How is community built? How does the transformation occur? What 
fundamental shifts are involved? He explores a way of thinking about our places that creates an opening for authentic 
communities to exist and details what each of us can do to make that happen.


