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Vivian S. Louie: Compelled to Excel: Immigration, Education, and Opportunity among Chinese Americans
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Compelled to Excel:
Immigration, Education, and Opportunity among Chinese Americans:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyed it.By LISA MICHELLE BEAIRDThis was required
reading for one of my doctoral courses. | had no expectations. This book brought understanding to many of my early
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life experiences. In class the discussion was lively on many aspects of this book.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. mehBy Jennifer Libertoi bought this as arequired text for a soc class but | didn't agree with the
majority of arguments the author proposed.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent for scholars,
student affairs staff, and students alikeBy hoffmama99T his book is exceptionally well-written and organized. The
volume can be accessed by all college-level readers. It is an excellent choice for scholarsinterested in a compelling
critical enthographic study of college access and attainment among Chinese Americans. It is also useful for Student
Affairs professionals seeking to understand and/or support the academic goals of Chinese American students (some
lessons are most likely generalizable to the larger Asian American and/or general college-going population). This book
may also be of interest to current college students from this type of background asit will help to create a sense of
virtual community for students.

In the contemporary American imagination, Asian Americans are considered the quintessential immigrant success
story, apowerful example of how the culture of immigrant familiesrather than their race or classmatters in education
and upward mobility. Drawing on extensive interviews with second-generation Chinese Americans attending Hunter
College, a public commuter institution, and Columbia University, an elite vy League school, Vivian Louie challenges
the ideathat race and class do not matter. Though most Chinese immigrant families see higher education as a
necessary safeguard against potential racial discrimination, Louie finds that class differences do indeed shape the
students different paths to college. How do second-generation Chinese Americans view their college plans? And how
do they see their incorporation into American life? In addressing these questions, Louie finds that the views and
experiences of Chinese Americans have much to do with the opportunities, challenges, and contradictions that all
immigrants and their children confront in the United States.

"This book addresses atimely topic, reviews a considerable body of relevant contemporary literature, and presents a
large number of richly detailed, sensitive and poignant interviews with Chinese-American college students and their
families." (Steven Gold Michigan State University)"[T]hisis an excellent contribution to studies of Asian Americans
and the sociology of education. Louieis a persuasive interviewer and will become an important scholar in these areas.
This book would also be an excellent addition to any syllabus." (American Journal of Education)”In thisimportant
book, Vivian Louie explores the variable educational experiences among the second and 1.5 generation children of
Chineseimmigrants.. . . [T]his study makes an important contribution to studies of the second generation, as well asto
the scholarship on higher education. It breaks new ground." (Ethnic and Racial Studies)"This book is noteworthy in
two respects. First, it presents original empirical materials on issues that are much discussed but have not been subject
to detailed qualitative investigation. Second, by doing so, it shedslight on atopic that is both familiar and yet murky to
social scientists: the educational achievements of Asian Americans. In short, | see the book as a major contribution to
the sociology of education, ethnicity, and Asian Americans; it will be widely consulted by specialistsin these areas.”
(Nazli Kibria Boston University)"Compelled to Excel makes an important contribution ot the literature of sociology of
education and race relations. It is clearly organized, convincingly argued, and well written. The frequent interview
excerpts preserve the articulate, thoughtful, and dynamic voices of the respondents, opening doors to individual lives
and voices werarely hear." (Canadian Journal of Sociology Online)From the Inside Flapln the contemporary
American imagination, Asian Americans are considered the quintessential immigrant success story, a powerful
example of how the culture of immigrant familiesrather than their race or classmatters in education and upward
mobility. Drawing on extensive interviews with second-generation Chinese Americans attending Hunter College, a
public commuter institution, and Columbia University, an elite Ivy League school, Vivian Louie chalenges the idea
that race and class do not matter. Though most Chinese immigrant families see higher education as a necessary
safeguard against potential racial discrimination, Louie finds that class differences do indeed shape the students
different paths to college.How do second-generation Chinese Americans view their college plans? And how do they
see their incorporation into American life? In addressing these questions, Louie finds that the views and experiences of
Chinese Americans have much to do with the opportunities, challenges, and contradictions that all immigrants and
their children confront in the United States.



