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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. importantBy Mary M. Zissimosan important book0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Angelos YpsilantisA MASTER PIECE FOR THE THEME AND 
THE PERIOD IT COVERS.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very dull! For that reason, I give it 3 
stars. Based solely on the level of the scholarship, I would rate the book as 5 stars.By Bayard B.Very dull! Pretty 
heavy reading for the most part. For that reason, I gave the book 3 stars. The book is written by academics, pretty 
much with an academic audience in mind, I think. The author or editor of the book is a professor at Oxford in the UK. 
All the chapters are written by scholars (apparently all of them Greek or Turkish) who specialize in the area of the 
subject of the chapter. I suspect that a lot of them probably wrote their PhD theses on the chapter topics. Based solely 
on the level of the scholarship, I would rate the book as 5 stars.I found a couple of the chapters reasonably interesting. 
Chapters 1 and 2 give an historical overview of the subject. For someone like me who knew only a little about it, they 
were very informative. Then there were a couple of interesting chapters on the social and economic impacts of the 
refugee issue /population exchange on Greece and Turkey nationally.After that, things kind of go downhill. Chapter 12 
discusses the architectural aspect of housing in Macedonia for the refuges from Turkey. Not particularly exciting! 
Chapter 13 discusses the settlements of Cappadocian Greeks displaced from central Anatolia to new villages 
constructed in Greece. The chapter describes items such as the new churches and cultural centers that were 
constructed. Chapter 18 discusses the impact of the ethnic Greeks displaced from Asia Minor on Greek classical songs 
also not particularly exciting.

Following the defeat of the Greek Army in 1922 by nationalist Turkish forces, the 1923 Lausanne Convention 
specified the first internationally ratified compulsory population exchange. It proved to be a watershed in the eastern 
Mediterranean, having far-reaching ramifications both for the new Turkish Republic, and for Greece which hadto 
absorb over a million refugees. Known as the Asia Minor Catastrophe by the Greeks, it marked the establishment of 
the independent nation state for the Turks. The consequences of this event have received surprisingly little attention 
despite the considerable relevance for the contemporary situation in the Balkans. This volume addresses the challenge 
of writing history from both sides of the Aegean and provides, for the first time, a forum for multidisciplinary dialogue 
across national boundaries.

"This volume is a long overdue endeavour to tackle the thorny and delicate issue of the compulsory population 
exchange...The argumentative force of the volume lies in the careful analysis of the contradictory and ambiguous 
ramifications of the convention." -The Greek of Social ResearchAbout the Author Rene Hirschon was educated at the 
universities of Cape Town, Chicago and Oxford. Intensive fieldwork among the Asia Minor refugees settled in Piraeus 
resulted in the monograph "Heirs of the Greek Catastrophe". She has been Senior Lecturer at Oxford Brookes 
University, and Professor of Social Anthropology at the University of the Aegean. She is currently Senior Research 
Fellow at St Peter's College University of Oxford, Senior Member at St Antony's College University of Oxford and 
Research Associate at the Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology, University of Oxford. 


