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From Routledge : Curating the Future: Museums, Communities and Climate Change (Routledge 
Environmental Humanities)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Curating the Future: Museums, Communities and Climate Change (Routledge Environmental Humanities): 

Curating the Future: Museums, Communities and Climate Change explores the way museums tackle the broad global 
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issue of climate change. It explores the power of real objects and collections to stir hearts and minds, to engage 
communities affected by change. Museums work through exhibitions, events, and specific collection projects to reach 
different communities in different ways. The book emphasises the moral responsibilities of museums to address 
climate change, not just by communicating science but also by enabling people already affected by changes to find 
their own ways of living with global warming. There are museums of natural history, of art and of social history. The 
focus of this book is the museum communities, like those in the Pacific, who have to find new ways to express their 
culture in a new place. The book considers how collections in museums might help future generations stay in touch 
with their culture, even where they have left their place. It asks what should the people of the present be collecting for 
museums in a climate-changed future? The book is rich with practical museum experience and detailed projects, as 
well as critical and philosophical analyses about where a museum can intervene to speak to this great conundrum of 
our times. Curating the Future is essential reading for all those working in museums and grappling with how to talk 
about climate change. It also has academic applications in courses of museology and museum studies, cultural studies, 
heritage studies, digital humanities, design, anthropology, and environmental humanities.

I applaud the contributors to this book for their courage, conviction and actions in confronting the reality of climate 
change. In so doing, this book chronicles a new standard of mindfulness in museum practice, grounded in a 
commitment to the durability and well-being of individuals, communities and the planet. Robert R. Janes, Editor-in-
Chief Emeritus, Museum Management and Curatorship This book documents and advocates for the significance of 
material storytelling as a resource for addressing the most significant challenges of the Anthropocene how to 
acknowledge and manage the impact of climate change on our planet and its people. I cannot imagine a stronger 
argument for the importance of museums. Professor Andrea Witcomb, Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and 
Globalisation, Deakin University, Australia Curating the Future is far more than a book about how to exhibit the 
vitally important, if sometimes contentious, topic of climate change. Instead, it sheds new light by bringing together a 
myriad of examples and perspectives that show how museums and their relationships with collections, Indigenous 
peoples, and others are being transformed as they find ways to reflect upon and mobilise in relation to the 
environmental changes that threaten our collective future. Professor Sharon Macdonald, Alexander von Humboldt 
Professor of Social Anthropology and Director of the Centre for Anthropological Research on Museums and Heritage 
(CARMaH), Humboldt-Universitt zu Berlin, Germany This collection is a provocative, exciting and pioneering 
contribution to museum studies scholarship, the environmental humanities and beyond. It offers fundamental, first 
principles thinking about how museums and communities through their collections and exhibition activities might 
engage global climate change. It is beautifully written, rich with practical case studies and new theoretical insights a 
must read for heritage and museum professionals and scholars. Dr Fiona Cameron, Senior Research Fellow, Institute 
for Culture and Society, Western Sydney University, Australia This innovative collection celebrates the reanimated 
life of objects in many contemporary museums and argues that museums are great places for promoting conversations 
and actions on the pressing realities of climate change. Through a creative congregation of scholarly analyses, cameo 
essays, poems and pictures, it reflects on community collaborations, visitor experiences and curatorial practices in 
mounting exhibitions and performances. It will excite readers' hearts as well as their minds. Professor Margaret Jolly, 
Professor and ARC Laureate Fellow 2010-2015, Australian National University, Australia About the Author Jennifer 
Newell is the curator of Pacific Ethnography at the American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA. She 
teaches Museum Anthropology at Columbia University, USA, and convenes the Museums and Climate Change 
Network. She has partnerships with museums in the Pacific, including in Samoa and Fiji, and is a former curator at the 
British Museum. Libby Robin works across the university and museum sectors in Australia, Sweden and Germany. 
She is Professor of Environment and Society at the Australian National University, research affiliate at the National 
Museum of Australia, affiliated professor at the Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden,and Board 
Member, Rachel Carson Center, LMU, Munich, Germany. Kirsten Wehner is Head Curator of the People and the 
Environment program at the National Museum of Australia. She is a member of the Humanities for the Environment 
Australia-Pacific Observatory and a professional associate of the Centre for Creative and Cultural Research at the 
University of Canberra, Australia. 


