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EveMaler, Jeanne El Andalouss : Developing SGML DTDs: From Text to Model to Markup before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Developing SGML DTDs. From Text to
Model to Markup:

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Nuts and Bolts Approach to SGML and XML DTD'sBy Karen
KoldykThe company | work for threw me into the arduous task of not only setting standards for our document data but
to manage the entire process of an SGML implementation. A dream job for atechnical writer? Maybe but | must have
been delusional! An Arbortext consultant, who was concerned for my sanity gave me this book as a wedding gift and
advised meto read it on my very short honeymoon. By doing this, | would hopefully have some background and be
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able to participate effectively as ateam member during the data modeling and system design with Arbortext. | had
been putting in many long hours on the project already, had a good understanding of databases and had a better than
average understanding of single sourcing concepts, Therefore, | felt | knew enough to get through the tasks without
doing thisreading. | DID skim through some of it on the plane but failed to read anywhere near enough.The book is a
complete cookbook on how to put together a data modeling team and how to complete the process.So what's in the
book that's so great? The book has a very good review of SGML conceptsin general. Since the author loves to cook
you will be treated to some excellent recipes while reviewing what you already know and learning the processes! Y ou
will understand what agood DTD is, why you need one, who the people you heed are, and how to get the work done.
Y ou will also find out about the pitfalls in the design process and some ways to avoid them.Y ou'll learn how to
perform a needs analysis and develop DTD requirements. In this process you will find ELM tree diagrams useful and
will learn how to both read and design these equivalents of program flowcharts which become very useful
documentation of your work. Y ou will learn the importance of setting naming conventions and of documenting every
single step.Read this book BEFORE you start your first SGML or XML development project! Follow the concepts
religiously and use the suggestions. Y ou will save time and dollarsin the long run and that's what it's really all
about.18 of 22 people found the following review helpful. For newbies, and SGML guru'salike !By A
Customer"Developing SGML DTD's" is both a great book to get up to speed on SGML and a reference book for you
SGML guru's. Eve and Jeanne deal with many of the complexities of SGML, but in away that anyone can understand.
| particulary liked the sections on managing an SGML project, and Training and Support. Hats off to Eve and Jeanne
on ajob well done'!

Document Type Definition (DTD) specifications form the foundation for every document based on the SGML
language therefore DTD quality istoo important to be left to chance. This helpful guide shows how to develop DTDs
that work, based a proven methodology and techniques. Explains how DTD development benefits from the same
rigorous treatment as software development: Articulate project goals, analyze requirements, write specifications,
design and implement readable and maintainable code using good programming style, perform thorough testing, and
document the work along the way. For writers, editors, and other subject matter experts; software devel opers and other
DTD implementors; and publishing managers.

From the PublisherThis text describes a methodology and techniques for designing and writing document type
definitions (DTDs), the rules governing SGML document strucure. It covers all aspects of DTD devel opment,
including planning, analysis, design, implementation, testing, documentation, and training.From the Back
CoverDocument Type Definition (DTD) specifications form the foundation for every document based on the SGML
language therefore DTD quality istoo important to be left to chance. This helpful guide shows how to develop DTDs
that work, based a proven methodology and techniques. Explains how DTD development benefits from the same
rigorous treatment as software development: Articulate project goals, analyze requirements, write specifications,
design and implement readable and maintainable code using good programming style, perform thorough testing, and
document the work along the way. For writers, editors, and other subject matter experts; software developers and other
DTD implementors; and publishing managers.



