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Vicki Myron : Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched 
the World: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Cute story for cat loversBy JBoI wasnt careful when I was ordering 
this book and thought I was getting the adult version of this book. I was surprised when I opened up my package and it 
was the childrens version. I checked my order and sure enough it was me that made the mistake! Regardless, I gave 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0446407429


the book a try, since I am a cat lover and didnt mind having a quick and easy read.This was a really sweet story. I 
loved reading about how Dewey made his life at the library. In addition to being a cat lover, I also work in a library. It 
made me wish for a library cat of my own! I enjoyed all the little anecdotes and loved the photos. I admit I teared up in 
a few spots. I certainly enjoyed the book, and will probably pass it on to my nieces. Just make sure youre ordering the 
right version!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Sometimes Your Best Friend Isn't A PersonBy Robert 
I. Hedges"Dewey" is a memoir of a cat who inhabited the Spencer, Iowa public library for 19 years. Intertwined with 
Dewey's story is the story of Dewey's human, Vicki Myron, and the ups and downs of her life and the life of Spencer 
as a community.This is not merely a collection of cute cat stories (although there are plenty of those as well), but is 
more the biography of a cat, and his relationship with the many people in his life. Parts of this story are quite sad, and 
Myron doesn't flinch from the sorrow, rather she discusses how Dewey helped her cope with issues in her life, and 
how he did the same for others. Obviously Myron and Dewey had a very special bond, one that even exists even after 
Dewey passed away. I am a believer in the power of the human-animal connection. Sometimes animals are a greater 
comfort than other people can be, and they have more noble causes.While Myron doesn't shy away from telling the 
bad with the good, there are numerous passages explaining Dewey's playful side and the uplifting effect he had on his 
human companions. I found the last portion of the book difficult but rewarding to read. As Dewey reached old age, he 
became more enfeebled as is normal, but never lost his spirit. This is hard for people who love animals, as most pet 
owners have to live with the realization that they will outlive their pets; I've been there, and the book brought all the 
emotions associated with that back to me. This isn't to say that you should avoid the book, in fact, quite the contrary. 
Dewey and Vicki Myron had a wonderful 19 year relationship, and Myron and Dewey emotionally depended on each 
other. While parting is difficult, it is still overcome by the wonders of the relationship itself. (As an aside, I actually 
felt more sorrow for Myron's parent's cat, Max, who was killed due to neglect at the veterinarian's office in the prime 
of his life.)This book is wonderful, although sometimes emotionally challenging. Many things went wrong in Myron's 
life, and she shares them unflinchingly; no matter how bad things got though, her best friend was always there for her. 
Thank you Vicki for the book and for taking care of a wonderful feline friend, and thank you Dewey for being an 
emissary for the human-animal bond and reminding ourselves of the value of love and friendship.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. Good for cat loversBy C. FosterThe namesake of the story, Dewey, will win your heart 
just as he did for people in the town of Spencer, Iowa and across the world. I very much enjoyed the stories of how he 
won over the hearts of many who were hardened to life and affection. The author goes into great detail to describe 
Dewey's hometown and its history, which is valuable at times because it shows the effect this little cat had in helping 
to preserve it.The only complaint I have is with the awkward transitions between Dewey's story and the author's life. 
There are several chapters that have nothing to do with Dewey's story and are completely about the author's past; and 
there is no smooth transitioning between the two. It's almost like, "Enough about the cat, let's talk about me now." Not 
to say that it wasn't an interesting read, it was just...awkward. I understand tying two separate timeframes together to 
weave one story together, but this book did not succeed in that. She could have correlated a struggle of Dewey's to a 
struggle of hers, but there was none of that. The story of Dewey would rock along happily, only to be interrupted by 
two chapters of what its like to be a single mom. It's kind of like this review; everything's adorable, now let me rant 
about molding two stories into one.Now, in earnest, I got what I expected from the story, which was a touching tale 
about an adorable cat. I was excited to see how the little guy became famous and how his story culminated in this 
book. If you are a cat lover, Dewey is worth the read.

How much of an impact can an animal have? How many lives can one cat touch? How is it possible for an abandoned 
kitten to transform a small library, save a classic American town, and eventually become famous around the world? 
You can't even begin to answer those questions until you hear the charming story of Dewey Readmore Books, the 
beloved library cat of Spencer, Iowa.Dewey's story starts in the worst possible way. Only a few weeks old, on the 
coldest night of the year, he was stuffed into the returned book slot at the Spencer Public Library. He was found the 
next morning by library director Vicki Myron, a single mother who had survived the loss of her family farm, a breast 
cancer scare, and an alcoholic husband. Dewey won her heart, and the hearts of the staff, by pulling himself up and 
hobbling on frostbitten feet to nudge each of them in a gesture of thanks and love. For the next nineteen years, he 
never stopped charming the people of Spencer with his enthusiasm, warmth, humility (for a cat), and, above all, his 
sixth sense about who needed him most. As his fame grew from town to town, then state to state, and finally, 
amazingly, worldwide, Dewey became more than just a friend; he became a source of pride for an extraordinary 
Heartland farming town pulling its way slowly back from the greatest crisis in its long history.

"What an extraordinary story of love, courage and devotion. I will not soon forget the good people of Spencer, Iowa 
and their wonderful library cat. Dewey is truly inspiration for the soul."Jack Canfield, co-creator of CHICKEN SOUP 
FOR THE SOUL"The story of Dewey, author Vicki Myron, and Spencer, Iowa, captures what makes small town life 
worth preserving--a sense of community. Dewey rekindles my belief that one person (together with one cat) can 
change lives. Vicki gives Spencer's famous library cat a 10th life by writing this engaging biography."Christie Vilsack, 



former First Lady of Iowa and President of The Vilsack Foundation"DEWEY is charming, lovely, and moving. It's 
about life and death and small-town values and, above all, love. Norton would have liked Dewey--the cat and the 
book-- immensely."Peter Gethers, author of THE CAT WHO WENT TO PARIS and THE CAT WHO'LL LIVE 
FOREVERAbout the AuthorVicki Myron was born on a farm fifteen miles from Spencer, Iowa. At the age of thirty-
four, after a failed marriage, single motherhood, and a stint on welfare, she graduated summa cum laude from Mankato 
State University and has a masters degree from Emporia State University. She worked at the Spencer Public Library 
for twenty-five years, the last twenty as director. She lives in Spencer, Iowa.Bret Witter is a book editor and 
professional writer. Raised in north Alabama, he currently lives in Louisville, Kentucky, with his wife, two children 
and his fourteen-year-old cat Kiki. His other cat, Feasor, died four days after the completion of this book. 


