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Despite the increasing importance of the concept of "diaspora" and its widespread use in academic case studies and in 
the self-description of a number of minority communities and networks, the subject has received relatively little 
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general scholarly treatment. Diasporas: Concepts, Intersections, Identities, addresses this lack by providing a 
comprehensive and authoritative overview of the political and cultural ideas and groups involved. Wide-ranging and 
interdisciplinary, the book contains examinations of major concepts and theories, including migration, ethnicity, and 
postcolonialism. It also provides introductions to selected key diasporas -- Jewish, Irish and African American among 
others -- as well as discussions of diaspora in relation to a range of important issues and processes, and explorations of 
new directions in research. 

'Simultaneously panoramic and precise, this volume offers authoritative, inclusive, yet blessedly focused articles on 
the terms, concepts, and perspectives that collectively define the field of diaspora studies.' Khachig Tololyan, 
Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies 'As scholarly approaches to Diasporas develop a global profile and span 
a variety of disciplines, this book provides an incisive account of the state of the art.' Homi K. Bhabha, Harvard 
University 'Bringing together an impressive array of distinguished interdisciplinary scholars with wide-ranging 
perspectives on the cultural and historical significance of contemporary diasporas worldwide, this book provides an 
essential companion to understanding the complex evolution of concepts of migration and identity and their vital 
impact on shaping the direction of public and academic debate today.' Susheila Nasta, Open UniversityAbout the 
AuthorKim Knott is Director of the AHRC "Diasporas, Migration and Identities" Programme (a 6.3 million 
investment), overseeing some fifty small and large projects, workshops and networks.She combines this with her role 
as Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Leeds where she continues to manage her own research projects, 
to teach research methods and to supervise student projects on religious diasporic communities, and religion, space 
and locality.Her first book was on what would now be called the "Hindu diaspora" in Britain (1986); her most recent 
on is The Location of Religion: A Spatial Analysis (2005).Her work has included articles over many years on 
migration, ethnicity, identity and religion, and more recently space and place.She has good contacts with scholars 
internationally as a result of her program directorship and roles in the International Association for the History of 
Religions and European Association for the Study of Religions. http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/Kim_Knott.htm; 
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/trs/staff/kim_knott.htm 


