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Scott Piepenburg : Digitizing Audiovisual and Nonprint Materials: The Innovative Librarian's Guide  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Digitizing Audiovisual and 
Nonprint Materials: The Innovative Librarian's Guide: 
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AV collections in libraries are disintegrating, and their playback equipment is soon to be obsolete. Digitizing can be 
the solution to decay and for continued access. Offers easy-to-understand guidance on how to use digitizing to enable 
your library to recoup its investment in outdated but often-expensive AV collections Discusses use of off-the-shelf and 
shareware technology Covers creation of metadata for discovery layer access Shows how digitized materials can be 
made available over the Internet, making them much more accessible than the physical versions Presents information 
to create a path for future projects and for storage of output information Shares knowledge that is transferable to media 
other than those discussed in the book

"The strength of the work includes the history of physical formats, particularly audio and video formats, as well as 
detailed discussions and images of the types of hardware and cables used to aid in the digitization of audio cassettes 
and VHS tapes. Piepenburg is Head of Cataloging at Valdosta State University and has a rich background in 
cataloging, and has written about the history of recording technology. His knowledge on these topics shows, and will 
benefit those looking to establish and enrich their baseline knowledge of audiovisual materials." - Technical Services 
Quarterly"This small book is packed with information and librarians of any caliber will find it easy to follow 
Piepenburg's instructions to begin a digitization project of their own. The low-barrier technical threshold should not 
deter anyone. The book ends with the advice to "have fun." Librarians and archivists will enjoy reading this fast-paced 
book and most likely learn a thing or two in the process." - Library Resources and Technical ServicesAbout the 
AuthorScott Piepenburg is head of cataloging at Valdosta State University, Valdosta, GA. 


