(Free read ebook) Do We Still Need Peer Review?: An Argument for Change

Do We Still Need Peer Review?: An Argument for Change

Thomas H. P. Gould
DOC | *audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF | ePub

Do We
Still Need
Peer Review?

AN ARGUMENT FOR CHANGE

THOMAS H. P. GOULD

#3645729 in Books Scarecrow Press 2012-11-20 2012-11-200riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 9.01 x .53 x
5.83l, .60 #File Name: 0810885743184 pages | File size: 61.Mb

ThomasH. P. Gould : Do We Still Need Peer Review?: An Argument for Change before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Do We Still Need Peer Review?: An Argument for
Change:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Definitively worth readingBy F D HansenPeer review is not a new
topic of discussion in the academic ranks but it is good for all of us when someone sits down and writes about the
problems that authors, tenure committees, journal editors and journal reviewers face in this electronic age. Asthe
author points out, 28,100 active scholarly peer-reviewed journals and nearly 2 million published articles per year
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makes one wonder if we are actually publishing worthwhile research or merely meeting the demands of universities to
publish or perish. The author does a noble job of trying to bring to light the potential problems with the current system
of peer-review, especialy in light of self-publishing or paying journals to publish your research. My only regrets with
the author's arguments were that he did not seriously address the qualifications of the reviewers nor the legitimate
addition to our professional knowledge when 2 million research articles can be published in one year.

The current peer review process is broken and unless changes are made it will soon die. In Do We Still Need Peer
Review?, author Thomas H.P. Gould examines the evolution of peer review from the earliest attempts by the Church
to evaluate scholarly works to the creation of academic peer review and finally to the current status of the process.
Gould argues that without an immediate effort by scholars to institute reform, the future of peer review may cease to
exist.As new technology provides authors with a direct, unsupervised route to publication, the peer review situation is
nearing atipping point, beyond which the nature of academic research will be profoundly altered. This book proposes
that rather than tossing out peer review altogether, the process can be saved and made stronger, offering suggestions
on how to do just that.

Do We Still Need Peer ?is acompact book with more historical information than one would expect. The historical
discussion not only adds perspective to the problem at hand, but is one of the most interesting aspects of the work.
True to hisword, Gould, rather than advocating for the abolishment of peer review, offers steps that can be taken to
improve thisimportant part of academia. (Library Resources Technical Services (LRTS))Peer review is one of the
academic traditions that divide academia. While some believe it to be indispensable for separating bad research from
good, others slam it as elitist, biased and, overall, ineffective. Starting from the 1970s, peer review has found itself
under scrutiny that has resulted in a substantial body of research. Do We Still Need Peer ? written by a mass
communication scholar, Thomas Gould, contributes to this tradition by offering atruly Foucauldian analysis of peer
reviews origins and foundations. . . .[ T]he monograph is well written, well argued and employs a wide range of (peer-
reviewed) sources. Sureit will find supporters as well as sceptics among academic librarians, but, most importantly, it
will start a much-needed conversation about the future of academic publishing, the role of academic librariansin
research process and the place of peer review in the age of the Internet. (Australian Academic Research
Libraries)About the AuthorThomas H.P. Gould is associate professor of Mass Communications at Kansas State
University.



