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Popular Folly)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
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195 of 198 people found the following review helpful. Warning! Do Not Buy the WRONG Version of this Great 
BookBy MyopinionA. Popular Delusions is a truly great book.B. But be careful which of the many offerings you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1495373525


buy.First off, many of the editions in are partial reprints of the original 1841 edition. Anything with 200 or so pages is 
badly incomplete. The book you want must have all 16 chapters.Second, most of the print editions, especially those 
claiming about 400-odd pages, are complete, but have type so small as to severely limit your reading pleasure. You 
must understand there is no copyright protection for the original English author so anyone can rip it off, and to make 
the most money many of these "artists" try to print as few literal pages as possible. The two editions I have bought (in 
1967 at a bookstore and 2003 on ), both published in London, have about 700 pages, including the dozen or so original 
hand illustrations. This is the print edition you want.Third, to solve the type-size problem, acquiring a Kindle edition 
can be a good answer. It can also be priced as cheaply as 99 cents or even 0. But beware of what it contains as well. 
When I clicked on the Kindle version of a complete 16-chapter print version (the one on which I am writing this 
review) it turned out that the free Kindle version was shorted to just a few chapters, which I was able to discover only 
after I downloaded it.Fourth, the completely independent book, Gustave Le Bon's "The Crowd", originally published 
in 1895 is equally worth reading.You'll love both books; make sure you actually enjoy them and get the whole things, 
as well.20 of 20 people found the following review helpful. Text is Essential; Choose the Edition You Buy 
CarefullyBy ImeldaClassic text and very relevant today in light of the recent financial crisis. If you buy the 
CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; Reprint edition (October 22, 2013), beware that it has no pagination, 
making it impossible to cite to for academic work. I also note other reviews that comment on abridged editions by 
other publishers. So, beware. But the text is both priceless and timeless.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. What is Hollywood waiting for?By The Real BobAmazing how much of what's in this book still apply to 
today's world. The reason why this work still resonates (I believe) is because it speaks to human nature that seems 
pretty immutable over the centuries we've been around. Some may be put off by the old-world writing style. I wish 
someone in Hollywood would make a movie out of any of the stories told.

Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds is a history of popular folly by Scottish journalist 
Charles Mackay, first published in 1841. The book chronicles its subjects in three parts: "National Delusions", 
"Peculiar Follies", and "Philosophical Delusions". Despite its journalistic and rather sensational style, the book has 
gathered a body of academic support as a work of considerable importance in the history of social psychology and 
psychopathology. The subjects of Mackay's debunking include economic bubbles, alchemy, crusades, witch-hunts, 
prophecies, fortune-telling, magnetisers (influence of imagination in curing disease), shape of hair and beard 
(influence of politics and religion on), murder through poisoning, haunted houses, popular follies of great cities, 
popular admiration of great thieves, duels, and relics. Present day writers on economics, such as Andrew Tobias and 
Michael Lewis, laud the three chapters on economic bubbles.[1] Scientist and astronomer Carl Sagan mentioned the 
book in his own discussion about pseudoscience, popular delusions, and hoaxes. In later editions Mackay added a 
footnote referencing the Railway Mania of the 1840s as another "popular delusion", of importance at least comparable 
with the South Sea Bubble. Odlyzko has pointed out, in a published lecture, that Mackay himself played a role in this 
economic bubble, as leader writer in the Glasgow Argus; and wrote on 2 October 1845 that "There is no reason 
whatever to fear a crash".

As with any true classic, once it is read it is hard to imagine not having known of it--and there is the compulsion to 
recommend it to others. --Andrew TobiasAbout the AuthorCharles Mackay (1841-1889) was born in Perth Scotland. 
His mother died shortly after his birth, and his father, who had been in turn a Lieutenant on a Royal Navy sloop 
(captured and imprisoned for four years in France) and then an Ensign in the 47th foot taking part in the ill-fated 
Walcheren Expedition where he contracted malaria, sent young Charles to live with a nurse in Woolwich in 1822. 
After a couple of years education in Brussels from 1828-1830, he became a journalist and songwriter in London. He 
worked on The Morning Chronicle from1835-1844, when he was appointed Editor of The Glasgow Argus. His song 
The Good Time Coming sold 400,000 copies in 1846, the year that he was awarded his Doctorate of Literature by 
Glasgow University. He was a friend of influential figures such as Charles Dickens and Henry Russell, and moved to 
London to work on The Illustrated London News in 1848, and he became Editor of it in 1852. He was a correspondent 
for The Times during the American Civil War, but thereafter concentrated on writing books. Apart from Extraordinary 
Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds, he is best remembered for his songs and his Dictionary of Lowland 
Scotch. 


