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Kelly LytleHernandez : Migral: A History of the U.S. Border Patrol (American Crossroads) before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Migral: A History of the U.S. Border
Patrol (American Crossroads):

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Border Patrol, violence, and raceBy Bradley NelsonThis book titles
itself as a study of the US Border Patrol. It isthat, but in acomplex way. It studies the first 50 years of the USBP, but
primarily examines the migration of Mexicansinto the US and effortsto control it. Hernandez has written an
interesting and compelling book about how the USBP originated as afairly local organization that used alot of
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violenceto do itswork. Asit grew and transformed, it became more complex, changed tactics, and often had varying
missions. This book also chronicles the changing and complex attitudes towards Mexican migrantsin Texas and
California. Many farmers wanted Mexicans for cheap labor, while most |ower-income people opposed their impact on
wages. The USBP fit into all of that, often at war with both migrants and farmers.The book itself could have benefited
from a better editor. A few areas were repetitive or poorly organized, but the reading itself is nonetheless interesting.
Thisisnot acasual read, certainly intended for an academic audience. But those who are highly interested in
immigration and Border Patrol issues will find this a worthwhile read.4 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. Must read for peopleinterested in immigrationBy academicgirll think that Migra! is one of the most through
and interesting books discussing the policies around the U.S.-Mexican border. Not only does she discuss the U.S.
border patrol, she discusses how the relationship between the U.S. and Mexico largely impacted the practices and
policies of the U.S. It's both fascinating and well-written as well as delving into the complex interplay between policy
and enforcement.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A very fine history of the United States Border
PatrolBy Albert RushA very fine history of the United States Border Patrol, warts and all, that offers avery excellent
overview of the early days of thisimportant law enforcement agency.

Thisisthe untold history of the United States Border Patrol from its beginningsin 1924 as a small peripheral outfit to
its emergence as alarge professional police force. To tell this story, Kelly Lytle Hernndez dug through a gold mine of
lost and unseen records stored in garages, closets, an abandoned factory, and in U.S. and Mexican archives. Focusing
on the daily challenges of policing the borderlands and bringing to light unexpected partners and forgotten dynamics,
Migra! reveals how the U.S. Border Patrol translated the mandate for comprehensive migration control into a project
of policing Mexicans in the U.S.-Mexico borderlands.

If you had to choose one book as a starting place for an intelligent discussion about immigration issues, you would do
well to begin with Migral by UCLA assistant professor of history Kelly Lytle Hernandez. [It] is surprisingly complex
and nuanced.



