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During the last decade the issue of migration has increased in global prominence and has caused controversy among 
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host countries around the world. To remedy the tendency of scholars to speak only to and from their own disciplinary 
perspective, this book brings together in a single volume essays dealing with central concepts and key theoretical 
issues in the study of international migration across the social sciences. Editors Caroline B. Brettell and James F. 
Hollifield have guided a thorough revision of this seminal text, with valuable insights from such fields as 
anthropology, demography, economics, geography, history, law, political science, and sociology. Each essay focuses 
on key concepts, questions, and theoretical frameworks on the topic of international migration in a particular 
discipline, but the volume as a whole teaches readers about similarities and differences across the boundaries between 
one academic field and the next. How, for example, do political scientists wrestle with the question of citizenship as 
compared with sociologists, and how different is this from the questions that anthropologists explore when they deal 
with ethnicity and identity? Are economic theories about ethnic enclaves similar to those of sociologists? What 
theories do historians (the "essentializers") and demographers (the "modelers") draw upon in their attempts to explain 
empirical phenomena in the study of immigration? What are the units of analysis in each of the disciplines and do 
these shape different questions and diverse models and theories? Scholars and students in migration studies will find 
this book a powerful theoretical guide and a text that brings them up to speed quickly on the important issues and the 
debates. All of the social science disciplines will find that this book offers a one-stop synthesis of contemporary 
thought on migration.

"This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to be literate in migration studies. Migration Theory provides a 
birds-eye view of the field at large and detailed accounts of the contributions of its constitutive disciplines."Antje 
Ellermann, University of British Columbia "This third edition builds on the considerable strengths of the earlier 
volumes by updating and expanding the disciplinary terrain covered. In mapping their fields research questions and 
theoretical orientations, contributors also pay attention to how methods, units of analysis, levels of explanation and 
broader intellectual trends in their discipline generate distinctive views on migration. Highly recommended for experts 
and students alike!" Irene Bloemraad, UC Berkeley "The previous edition of Migration Theory: Talking Across 
Disciplines was an indispensable survey of the literature for students and scholars of migration. The substantial 
revisions and additions in this latest edition, which includes several new authors providing fresh disciplinary reviews 
that incorporate the most recent advances in migration theory, reinvigorates the collection and ensures its ongoing 
position in the field as a must-have resource for students and scholars alike." Mark Ellis, University of 
WashingtonAbout the AuthorCaroline B. Brettell is University Distinguished Professor of Anthropology at Southern 
Methodist University and Ruth Collins Altshuler Director of the Dedman College Interdisciplinary Institute. James F. 
Hollifieldis Ora Nixon Arnold Professor of International Political Economy and Director of the John Goodwin Tower 
Center for Political Studies at Southern Methodist University. 


