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From Ingramcontent : Mobility and Ancient Society in Asia and the Americas  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mobility and Ancient Society in Asia and the 
Americas: 

Mobility and Ancient Society in Asia and the Americas contains contributions by leading international scholars 
concerning the character, timing, and geography of regional migrations that led to the dispersal of human societies 
from Inner and northeast Asia to the New World in the Upper Pleistocene (ca. 20,000-15,000 years ago). This volume 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=3319151371


bridges scholarly traditions from Europe, Central Asia, and North and South America, bringing different perspectives 
into a common view. The book presents an international overview of an ongoing discussion that is relevant to the 
ancient history of both Eurasia and the Americas. The content of the chapters provides both geographic and conceptual 
coverage of main currents in contemporary scholarly research, including case studies from Inner Asia (Kazakhstan), 
southwest Siberia, northeast Siberia, and North and South America. The chapters consider the trajectories, ecology, 
and social dynamics of ancient mobility, communication, and adaptation in both Eurasia and the Americas, using 
diverse methodologies of data recovery ranging from archaeology, historical linguistics, ancient DNA, human 
osteology, and palaeoenvironmental reconstruction. Although methodologically diverse, the chapters are each broadly 
synthetic in nature and present current scholarly views of when, and in which ways, societies from northeast Asia 
ultimately spread eastward (and southward) into North and South America, and how we might reconstruct the cultures 
and adaptations related to Paleolithic groups. Ultimately, this book provides a unique synthetic perspective that 
bridges Asia and the Americas and brings the ancient evidence from both sides of the Bering Strait into common focus.

From the Back CoverMobility and Ancient Society in Asia and the Americas contains contributions by leading 
international scholars concerning the character, timing, and geography of regional migrations that led to the dispersal 
of human societies from Inner and northeast Asia to the New World in the Upper Pleistocene (ca. 20,000-15,000 years 
ago). This volume bridges scholarly traditions from Europe, Central Asia, and North and South America, bringing 
different perspectives into a common view. The book presents an international overview of an ongoing discussion that 
is relevant to the ancient history of both Eurasia and the Americas. The content of the chapters provides both 
geographic and conceptual coverage of main currents in contemporary scholarly research, including case studies from 
Inner Asia (Kazakhstan), southwest Siberia, northeast Siberia, and North and South America. The chapters consider 
the trajectories, ecology, and social dynamics of ancient mobility, communication, and adaptation in both Eurasia and 
the Americas, using diverse methodologies of data recovery ranging from archaeology, historical linguistics, ancient 
DNA, human osteology, and palaeoenvironmental reconstruction. Although methodologically diverse, the chapters are 
each broadly synthetic in nature and present current scholarly views of when, and in which ways, societies from 
northeast Asia ultimately spread eastward (and southward) into North and South America, and how we might 
reconstruct the cultures and adaptations related to Paleolithic groups. Ultimately, this book provides a unique synthetic 
perspective that bridges Asia and the Americas and brings the ancient evidence from both sides of the Bering Strait 
into common focus.About the AuthorDr. Michael Frachetti is a professor at Washington University in St. Louis. The 
main focus of his research is on the dynamic strategies of pastoral nomadic societies living in the steppe region, 
mountains, and deserts of Central and Eastern Eurasia. His work centers primarily on pastoralism in the Bronze Age, 
which is intricately tied to questions of social and economic interaction between regional populations across Central 
Asia at that time. His theoretical interests center on how social groups utilize economic and political strategies to 
communicate inter-regionally, and how variability in their economic and social strategies introduces opportunities for 
reshaping the boundaries of their social landscapes and human interactions. He is also interested in the relationships 
between pastoral strategies and the environment, and how the choices and ways of life of mobile groups contributed to 
the formation of wide reaching networks as early as 2000 BC (the Mid-Bronze Age). He currently conduct field 
research in Eastern Kazakhstan, where He is exploring the ways by which pastoral societies employed flexible 
temporal and spatial patterns of mobility to negotiate ecological constraints as well as alter the political and social 
conditions of their landscape.Dr. Robert N. Spengler III is a research associate at Washington University in St. Louis. 
He is using macrobotanical methods to the study of prehistoric Inner Asian economy, specifically looking at 
trajectories of agricultural spread and adoption. He is interested in questions about the paleoenvironment, cultural 
exchange, and social orders in the arid and mountainouszones of Central Asia and western China. These questions 
feed into a broader understanding of human adaptations, social development, and complexity, while building a new 
view of the development of complex societies and the role of agricultural intensification. 


