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Michael V. Smith : My Body IsYours: A Memoir before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised My Body Is Y ours. A Memoir:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant, vividly textured original workBy Daniel Shephardit's been
along time since I've read an original work (meaning not aformulaic one) that has captured my attention, thoroughly.
A strong read with beautiful texture. Life got in the way of me reading it, thought when | got toit, | couldn't put it
down. I'd recommend thisto any friend of mine.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant, brutal
honesty, courageous and triumphant! By Bryan Hebert.Michael, what an honor is to read your memoir. | am


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1551525771

completely humbled and blessed. Y ou are truly a gift to the world. Thank you.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. A Very Enjoyable Read! By James LoewenThis very revealing memoir opens up wide to allow usinto
the author's life, taking us to unexpected places. Michael V. Smith is atalented and very moving story teller. Many
hilarious and bittersweet moments dealing with identity, gender, sexuality and relationships. The level of franknessis
charming and compelling.

Lambda Literary Award finalistMichael V. Smith isamulti-talented force of nature: a novelist, poet, improv comic,
filmmaker, drag queen, performance artist, and occasional clown. In this, hisfirst work of nonfiction, Michael traces
his early years as an inadequate malea fey kid growing up in asmall town amid a blue-collar family; asissy; an
insecure teenager desperate to disappear; and an obsessive writer-performer, drawn to compulsions of alcohal, sex,
reading, spending, work, and art as many means to cope and heal .Drawing on his work as an artist whose work focuses
on our preconceived notions about the body, this disarming and intriguing memoir questions what it means to be
human. Michael asks. How can we know what a man is? How might understanding gender as metaphor be atool for a
deeper understanding of identity? In coming to terms with his past failures at masculinity, Michael offers a new way of
thinking about breaking out of gender norms, and breaking free of a hurtful past.Michael V. Smith won the inaugural
Dayne Ogilvie Prize for Emerging LGBT Writers from the Writers Trust of Canada for hisfirst novel, Cumberland.
He's since published two poetry books and a second novel, Progress. He teaches creative writing in the faculty of
creative and critical studies at University of British Columbia's Okanagan campus.

"My Body Is Y oursis frenetic with experiencethe joy and compulsion, purity and loneliness of cruising for sex; the
rawness of public vulnerability in performance and writing; the anguish and innocence of searching for away to
inhabit your body when the world tells you it cannot be yours. Michael V. Smith shows us the full range of the open
heart." Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore, author of The End of San Francisco" The writing here isintimate, complicated
and soulful. There is alineage of gay men who write about sex without divorcing it from the broad context of their
lives. Michael V. Smith is part of that lineage." Kirk Read, author of How | Learned to Snap"To read Michael V.
Smith's My Body Is Yoursisto accompany him on an intimate journey in which he struggles to create his own
definition of manhood ... Regardless of their gender, sexual orientation, religion, socioeconomic background, or any
other superficia definition, readers will appreciate Smith's forthright presentation of his most intimate history,
revelations that avoid sounding confessional but instead read as honest recollections and observations.” Foreword
Magazine



