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Gore Vidal : Palimpsest: A Memoir  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Palimpsest: A Memoir: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Pithy Gore VidalBy Elizabeth MacphersonWish Gore was still with 
us today. i am sure he would have some fabulous comments about Trupm1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. REVIEW OF PALIMPSEST BY GORE VIDALBy Gregory V.Gore Vidal is an interesting, witty and 
intelligent writer. He is very frank in this memoir in which he offers fascinating glimpses of the great and near great he 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140260897


personally interacted with including John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Jackie Kennedy (his cousin), and Eleanor 
Roosevelt.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I like Vidal's company in his memoirsBy Sandy 
McIntoshSomething I've read several times over the years. I like Vidal's company in his memoirs. Intelligence and 
laughter.

This explosively entertaining memoir abounds in gossip, satire, historical apercus, and trenchant observations. Vidal's 
compelling narrative weaves back and forth in time, providing a whole view of the author's celebrated life, from his 
birth in 1925 to today, and features a cast of memorable charactersincluding the Kennedy family, Marlon Brando, 
Anais Nin, and Eleanor Roosevelt.

.com A candid memoir of Vidal's first 40 years of life. His famous skills as a raconteur, his forthrightness, and his 
wicked wit are brilliantly at work in these recollections of a difficult family, talented friends, and interesting 
enemies.From Publishers WeeklyVidal's account of his first 39 years includes his reminiscences of a host of prominent 
political and cultural figures. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalProlific essayist, 
novelist (Burr et al.), screenwriter (Suddenly, Last Summer), playwright (The Best Man), and sometime political 
candidate Vidal quotes the definition of palimpsest as " 'a parchment which has been written upon twice; the original 
having been rubbed out.' " This particular memoir of his first 39 years (1926-65), says Vidal, has "many rubbings-out 
and puttings-in," which may explain its many-layered nature and the bare nod to chronology, with flashbacks and 
flashforwards and curious juxtapositions of friend and foe. In it he blithely skewers both family and friends (or ex-
friends)-particularly his alcoholic mother, the Auchinclosses, John and Jackie Kennedy, Anais Nin and other literati, 
and too many more to recount-with nasty revelations. But Vidal is still a stylish writer, and those not put off by the 
mean-spiritedness of these self-serving memoirs and fascinated by the literary, political, and entertainment worlds of 
the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s may want to read this.--Francine Fialkoff, "Library Journal"Copyright 1995 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. 


