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Scott Sherman : Patience and Fortitude: Power, Real Estate, and the Fight to Save a Public Library  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Patience and Fortitude: Power, 
Real Estate, and the Fight to Save a Public Library: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Battle over the faith of the great New York public library 42nd 
St. buildingBy CustomerI am one of those friends of the New York public library and researchers who were skeptical 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=161219429X


and then appalled by the Central Library plan which involved gutting the stacks in the interior of the books through 
distributions to Jersey. This is an account of how the plan was presented to the public and makes certain assumptions 
about the influences on it and related faith of the L Library and the science and business library. It is clearly and 
briskly written and in a way is a case study in how nonprofit boards in such a big private institution sometimes behave. 
I recommend it to any New Yorker who uses and loves the library and to anyone interested in philanthropy and the 
predilections of boards of trustees when real estate is involved. What we are left with is a victory, the central library 
plan was shelved, but the stacks remain empty and there is potential for another scheme to reuse them. But hanging 
over all is the financial situation of a great research library which can only be maintained by philanthropy or scant 
chance of this, federal support4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Money, Power...Librarians?!By Laura 
NormanScott Sherman has written an incisive and thoroughly entertaining book that reads like a thriller...and it's all 
true!Anyone who cares about the future of our access to treasured books, manuscripts and historical documents should 
read Mr. Sherman's tightly written investigative book about the secret effort to pillage the New York Public Library 
for profit.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book telling honestly what is going on at the 
...By Peter BreckheimerExcellent book telling honestly what is going on at the New York Public Library.Hopefully it 
will wake up the public about the major changes that have hidden from the public.

A riveting investigation of a beloved library caught in the crosshairs of real estate, power, and the peoples interestsby 
the reporter who broke the story In a series of cover stories for The Nation magazine, journalist Scott Sherman 
uncovered the ways in which Wall Street logic almost took down one of New York Citys most beloved and iconic 
institutions: the New York Public Library. In the years preceding the 2008 financial crisis, the librarys leaders forged 
an audacious plan to sell off multiple branch libraries, mutilate a historic building, and send millions of books to a 
storage facility in New Jersey. Scholars, researchers, and readers would be out of luck, but real estate developers and 
New Yorks Mayor Bloomberg would get what they wanted. But when the story broke, the people fought back, as 
famous writers, professors, and citizens groups came together to defend a national treasure. Rich with revealing 
interviews with key figures, Patience and Fortitude is at once a hugely readable history of the librarys secret plans, and 
a stirring account of a rare triumph against the forces of money and power.


