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Bernadette Barton : Pray the Gay Away: The Extraordinary Lives of Bible Belt Gays before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pray the Gay Away: The Extraordinary Lives
of Bible Belt Gays:

8 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Misses excellence on a very important topicBy sunriselThiswas a
story that needed to be told -- better. The author veers from academic research to dry analysis to anecdotal storytelling
to angry screed. Her geographical research areawas so limited and the number of people she consulted so small that |


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814786383

did not get agood overview of the lives and challenges of gaysin the south. Though there is much of value here, |
nevertheless came away disappointed.O of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended! By
Brittany B.Great book, wonderful author. | highly recommend this book.1 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. Pray the Gay AwayBYy kycabol am not gay. | consider myself spiritual rather than religious. But | am from
Eastern Kentucky and when | came of age there, | remember being appalled at the power of those who proclaimed
their superiority over others due to their church affiliation. Let's hope books like these cast a much needed light on the
continued pain caused by closed minded societies.

2013 Findist for the Lambda Literary Awards, LGBT Studies category

"[The author] draws on atrove of ethnographic data, including in-depth interviews with Bible Belt gays, visitsto the
Creation Museum and alocal megachurch, attendance at an Exodus International conference for ex-gays, and her own
experiences as an openly leshian professor. . . . Though Barton documents numerous cases of religious-based abuse,
sheistolerant of conservative Christians."-Publishers WeeklyBernadette Barton takes us on avivid inside tour of
Bible Belt Americathat us privileged gay folks from more liberal parts of the U.S. have a hard time imagining or even
knew existed. The stories she tells are riveting, heartbreaking, infuriating, yet ultimately uplifting.-Eric Marcus,author
of Making Gay HistoryBartons book gives voice to a group of people who have been through sometimes mind-
boggling ordealsincluding family members knife attacks, violent efforts to exorcise demons from them, and disowning
thembut who come through the constant shaming and stigmatization with strength, compassion, critical thought, and
intense reflection on themselves and their spirituality. Rather than seeing her respondents as passive victims, Barton
shows her audience that Bible Belt gays have an intimate understanding of conservative Christianity that can help us
all to understand conflictsin American culture.-Gender and Society". . .Amust-read for the winter."-News "Very much
worth reading, and at times moving, the book indicts the conservative wing of Christianity for promoting cruelty and
intolerance.”"-Library Journal Barton weaves a remarkable account. . . . Overall thiswork sets out to tell the stories of
Bible Belt gays and provide an arena where their lives and experiences are given center stage. Barton skillfully
achieves this end.-Sociology of Religion"Pray the Gay Awayshines a sobering light on the freedoms and comforts that
many of us take for granted.”-Instinct" The authors tales of gay lifein this area of the country, where anti-gay
evangelical Protestantism holds sway, range from the harrowing to the mundane. . . . Worthwhile reading for anyone
interested in what it means to be gay in an overtly hostile environment."-Kirkus s'The author reflects eloquently on the
deeper meaning of her subjects stories."-The Gay and Leshian "The book isfull of interviews, analysis, and
wonderment that these people have not moved to a more friendly location."-Sacramento Book "Her missionisn't to
vilify those who have deeply-held beliefs, and she recognizes that their actions and concerns are based in a genuine
fear for relative and friends who they think have gone astray from the fold. Y et, she is blunt about the damage that
they can cause."-Popmatters.com™"A truly great book for anyone interested in the topic. . . . Barton's arguments are
refreshing and provide a 'talk back' to homophobic statements.”-M etapsychol ogyBartons captivating and engaging
research invites us to consider the challenges facing lesbian and gay youth living in the Bible Belt. Thisis a book to be
valued by educators, social workers, mental health counselors, and others seeking a deeper understanding of the fear
and hatred experienced by gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth that will hopefully lead to improved support
of gay youth and the development of safe spaces.-Y outh Today[S]heds critical light upon the ways Christianity affects
the everyday lives of sexual minorities regardless of their own religious identification. Using an impressive array of
ethnographic materials.. . . Barton provides athorough analysis of the cultural terrain known as the Bible Belt as well
as the factors embedded within this terrain that consistently isolate and marginalize non-heterosexual desire and
practice. . . . Ultimately, Barton has constructed a substantive and instructive text for scholars and students. . . seeking
to ascertain the interrelation of sexualities and religion in contemporary society.-American Journal of Sociology”|
highly recommend Pray the Gay Away to anyone with an interest in contemporary queer experience, in Bible Belt
Christianity, and the intersection of the two. Id go so far asto say its required reading for anyone who cares about what
it meansto be gay in Americatoday. Whether or not youve ever lived in the 'toxic closet' yourself, too many of our
fellow citizens till wake up there every morning. We owe it to them to listen to the stories they have so generously
shared."-AnnaJ. Cook,The Feminist LibrarianAbout the AuthorBernadette Barton is Professor Sociology and Gender
Studies at Morehead State University in Kentucky. She is the author of Pray the Gay Away: The Extraordinary Lives
of Bible Belt Gays.



