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Lisa Charbonnet : Public Library Buildings: The Librarian's Go-To Guide for Construction, Expansion, and 
Renovation Projects  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Public Library Buildings: The Librarian's Go-To Guide for Construction, Expansion, and Renovation Projects: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The first book any public library administrator should reach for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1440838585


when thinking about construction projects.By thomas finleyAn absolutely essential primer for beginning to think about 
public library construction projects. The author knows her stuff and her book should be on every public library 
administrator's reading list for when the golden-moment happens: that happy time when a public library will be newly 
built or renovated. It is also chock full of real world examples of library projects gone wrong that offer words of 
wisdom from a wider public library perspective. Some great nuggets from the book include: When assessing the 
existing collection: "Don't forget to assess the average age of copyright date of your collection;" Operating with the in-
person user experience in mind, "What do people do in your library? Are they happy? What language are they 
speaking? [...]Who's having the best time at the library? [...]What about the signage? Is it negative...[?]"You may not 
be the one with the golden moment yet, but when it comes, this book will be your Construction-Sherpa!

This go-to guide covers the entire process of building or renovating a public libraryfrom initial planning, to 
maintaining the completed space, to measuring success. Provides you with an informal, easy-to-read, practical guide 
that addresses the specific needs of public librarians looking to reimagine their library space Takes a holistic approach 
that covers every step from initial vision to evaluating success Offers practical, nuts-and-bolts advice from an 
experienced veteran of the process Helps you to claim a seat at the tableand shows you why the input of librarians is so 
important

About the AuthorLisa Charbonnet, MIS, is director of the Pflugerville Public Library in Texas. 


