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Immigrant Worker Experience in Puerto Rico, 1800-1850 (New Directions in Puerto Rican Studies): 

Chinea examines the social, economic, and political impact of foreign immigrants in Puerto Rico during its transition 
from subsistence farming and ranching in the late 18th century to commercial agriculture during the first half of the 
19th century. He provides an island-wide assessment of how the capital, labor, and specialized skills of European and 
West Indian immigrants enabled Puerto Rico to become a major global exporter of tropical staples, particularly sugar 
and coffee, during this period.

...strike[s] a balance between quantitative and qualitative history--never los[es] sight of the humanity of legal and 
illegal immigrants. -- The AmericasAbout the AuthorJorge Luis Chinea is associate professor of history and director 
of the Center of Chicano-Boricua Studies at Wayne State University. 


