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Thomas Brenndorfer : RDA Essentials  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised RDA Essentials: 

This concise guide to cataloging with RDA: Resource Description and Access specifically hones in on the needs of 
those seeking a simplified path to creating basic RDA records. First describing foundational RDA concepts and 
vocabulary, Brenndorfer then distills RDA instructions, matching them to cataloging practice in easy-to-follow 
language. Current with RDA instructions through the April 2015 update to RDA, this guide makes an excellent primer 
while also serving as a bridge to more complex cataloging. It's an ideal resource for:Small libraries that require 
standard cataloging but don't need all the details of structure and content of the full RDALIS students who need an 
introduction to catalogingParaprofessionals seeking a ready reference for copy catalogingExperienced catalogers 
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needing a quick summary of RDA practiceA handy offline access point for solo and part-time catalogers, 
Brennndorfer's guide also supports training and classroom use in any size institution.

"Following RDA's numeric order, the book's uncluttered format is easy to read. Definitions and examples are provided 
for every element, making this volume extremely user-friendly" --Library Journal"Brenndorfer provides a concise 
snapshot of Resource Description and Access (RDA) guidelines ... The book breaks down RDA into very basic parts 
making it easily understandable for students, new catalogers, and paraprofessionals. More seasoned catalogers needing 
a quick reference source will find this useful as well." --Technical Services Quarterly"This is a comprehensive work 
that would be brilliant as a textbook in a cataloging class. As a cataloger, thisreviewer has already used this book in 
daily work and looks forward to keeping it close by." --Library Resources Technical ServicesAbout the AuthorThomas 
Brenndorfer began his career in cataloging at the National Library of Canada in 1990. While working at the Guelph 
Public Library in 1997 he learned about FRBR, which had been presented at a conference on the future of AACR2 in 
nearby Toronto. He followed the development of FRBR to its full incorporation into a draft of RDA ten years later in 
2007. Having seen the importance of FRBR for the future of catalogs he began giving presentations introducing FRBR 
and RDA concepts to catalogers (and others eager to learn) at conferences hosted by the Ontario Library Association 
and Canadian Library Association. 


