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Joyce G. Saricks: Readers Advisory Servicein the Public Library before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Readers Advisory Service in the Public Library:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not very happy.By MicAnother book was sent and the one | want is
no longer available. Not very happy.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Carol
FairbanksGreat for helping patronsin my library choose their next book.0 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Five StarsBy Sarah Gardnergreat!
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Do you have anything else like this?" In public libraries, reference librarians are often called on to make
recommendations to readers, sometimesin genres that they don't personally read. Learning how to frame a discussion
and articulate the appeal of abook, author, or genre marks the essence of a successful readers advisor. Readers
advisory is defined as, "patron-oriented library service for adult fiction readers," according to Saricks, a noted expert
on the subject. In the completely revised third edition of Readers Advisory Service for Public Libraries, Saricks
updates this critically acclaimed how-to guide, making it more helpful than ever. Asreference librarians seek support
in guiding adult readers, they've cometo trust this authoritative resource. It has been expanded and improved with:
Easy waysto create "read alike" lists, identifying what elseis "like" afavorite book; Practical guidelines for
conducting the advisory interview so it's a comfortable exchange; Confidence-boosting tactics for drawing on reviews
to make recommendations; Methods for incorporating nonfiction into the discussion; More resources and online tools;
Using the proven strategies in this newly updated, back-to-basics overview, librarians providing readers advisory
services will find the answers they need to help customers make appropriate choices.

From BooklistSaricks nameis familiar to many public librarians, thanks to her extensive experience conducting
workshops on readers' advisory service, her columnsin Booklist, the previous two editions of this book, and her other
book, Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction (ALA, 2001). This new edition is a complete revision and can be
useful both as atextbook for library-school students and a training manual for library staff. The definition of readers
advisory service has been expanded to include nonfiction as well asfiction. Online tools for identifying and evaluating
titles to suggest to today's new adult leisure readers are described, in addition to the tried-and-true print sources. The
value of personal reading suggestions from staff and patrons is addressed. Topics for discussion and techniques for
marketing good reading material are offered. The readers advisory interview chapter, which likens it to areference
interview and stresses the important distinction between recommending and suggesting, should probably be required
reading for all library staff. Chapter 7, "Training," provides a checklist for novice librarians and ongoing training
activities for experienced readers advisors. Appendixes include a popular fiction list, a popular nonfiction list, " Sure
Bets,” and "A Novelist Author Readalike." The bibliography lists print sources and Web sites. A priority for al
librariesinvolved in readers advisory. Sally JaneCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "When
areader asks you for a'good book, ' are you at aloss for words or titles? Or can you recommend a genre that you
personally dislike or don't read? Now you can do these things and more with this expanded and updated work." --
n/aAbout the AuthorJoyce G. Saricksretired in 2004 from the Downers Grove, Illinois, Public Library where she
started in 1977. As Literature and Audio Services Coordinator in 1983, Saricks, along with colleague Nancy Brown,
created areaders advisory service there and went on to present more than 100 workshops on the subject for public
libraries and systems, and at library conferences. The award-winning librarian received the Public Library
Association's Allie Beth Martin Award in 1989, was named Librarian of the Y ear by the Romance Writers in 2000,
and authored Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction (ALA Editions, 2001).



