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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Reading Matters: What 
the Research Reveals about Reading, Libraries, and Community: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Reading matters: what the research revealsBy reader kThis is a good 
book. It is very informative about research on literacy, written in an easy to read and understand style, so could interest 
undergrads writing a term paper as well as Librarians and acquisition persons.2 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. A Must ReadBy Diana Tixier HeraldFor anyone who is passionate about the importance of reading, this is a 
must read. Ross has a graceful style that gets right to the gist of the issues. Great background info for reader's advisors

Drawing upon data published in a variety of scholarly journals, monographs in education, cultural studies, media 
studies, and libraries and information studies, as well as their own research findings, these authors shatter some of the 
popular myths about reading and offer a cogent case for the library's vital role in the life of a reader. By providing a 
road map to research findings on reading, reader-response, audiences, genres, the value of popular culture, the social 
nature of reading, and the role of libraries in promoting literacy and reading, this guide offers a clear rationale for 
making pleasure reading a priority in the library and in schools.The authors assert that reading for pleasure is as vital 
as ever; and that it is, and should be, woven into the majority of activities librarians consider fundamental: reference, 
collection building, provision of leisure materials, readers' advisory services, storytelling programs, adult literacy 
programs, and the like. Reading Matters covers myths about reading, the boy problem, reading and identity, how 
readers select books, and reading as a social activity. An essential resource for library administrators and personnel, 
the book will help them convey a message about the importance of reading to grant-funding agencies and others. It 
contains powerful proof that can be used to justify the establishment, maintenance, and growth of fiction (and other 
pleasure reading) collections, and of readers' advisory services. It is also of interest to LIS faculty who wish to 
establish/maintain courses in readers' advisory, and can be used as supplemental reading in these classes. Finally, it is 
a great model and aide for additional research on this topic.


