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From Prentice Hall : Readingsin Ritual Studies before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Readings in Ritual Studies:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Extremely thought provokingBy Christopher R. TraversThisisa
review by someone who has not really studied this topic very much before. Instead of looking at how this might play
out in aclassroom or such, | am going to review this as someone who bought this for self-study purposes as an
introduction to the topic. What | found was a topic and an introduction which completely changed the way | look at al
areas of human interaction.We think of ritual as being about religion. This book showsit's far broader than that. One
might almost say that ritual is patterned activity much the way poetry is patterned speech. This book looks at such
patterns, whether it is Hopi initiation ceremonies, how mothers greet infant children when they wake up, "giving birth
the American way" in ahospital asritual, or the festivities that go on around Christmas and Thanksgiving. The
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collection includes essays from awide range of authors all focusing on these questions.In the end, alayman reading
this book will "wake up" to the complexity of rituals going on all around us all the time and will begin to think about
levels of culture and communication that were entirely unconscious before.Highly recommended.O of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Very DenseBy The Y eknodl purchased this for a class and it was a very hard book to get
through. A lot of the readings are very densely written and can be difficult to get through if you're brand new to the
subject. They do generally have interesting content, but it'simpossible to agree with every author. That's a good thing,
however, because it means you're getting a spectrum of views. If you intend to study religion and ritual behavior, this
isagood book to use but a hard one to start from.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For the
academicsBy Thomas J. PhelanExcellent resource for examining Ritual in many different contexts

Thisisthe most comprehensive collection of articles on ritual ever assembled. The book includes selections by
internationally known scholars such as Victor Turner and Clifford Geertz, as well as innovative piece s that illustrate
the extraordinary interdisciplinary range of contemporary ritual studies. Grimes has drawn readings from the entire
range of ritualencompassing its secular, political and dramatic expressions as well asitsreligious ones.

From the PublisherThis is the most comprehensive collection of articles on ritual ever assembled. It includes selections
by internationally known scholars such as Victor Turner and Clifford Geertz, as well as innovative pieces that
illustrate the extraordinary interdisciplinary range of contemporary ritual studies. Grimes has drawn readings from the
entire range of ritual--encompassing its secular, political and dramatic expressions as well asits religious ones.From
the Back CoverThisis the most comprehensive collection of articles on ritual ever assembled. The book includes
selections by internationally known scholars such as Victor Turner and Clifford Geertz, aswell asinnovative piece s
that illustrate the extraordinary interdisciplinary range of contemporary ritua studies. Grimes has drawn readings from
the entire range of ritualencompassing its secular, political and dramatic expressions as well asits religious ones.



