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Linda Rabben : Sanctuary and Asylum: A Social and Political History  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sanctuary and Asylum: A Social and Political History: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essential ReadingBy Jamie MayerfeldThis is an essential book for 
anyone who wants to understand the question of refugees and asylum - how the norm of asylum emerged; how 
countries have treated refugees historically; recent challenges and current policies; and the emergence of a refugee 
advocacy movement. The book manages to be rigorous and well-researched at the same time that it is immensely 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0295999136


readable, weaving together empirical analysis with unforgettable stories of individual asylum seekers. The author, a 
long-term human rights activist and researcher, writes with moral sensitivity and scrupulous adherence to the facts. 
"Sanctuary and Asylum" is an invaluable repository of learning, insight, and reflection. I recommend it very highly.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. An interesting and engaging treatment of a very topical subjectBy Phil 
Shapiro[[VIDEOID:8c724fbe0b3a35971193cbbf2eac754f]] This historical survey of sanctuary and asylum sheds light 
on an age-old practice that has been buffeted in different times in history, including the present time. In this book, 
learn about how refugees are sometimes treated as criminals, although they have done nothing wrong. Learn also 
about the reawakened sanctuary movements taking place in the world today.

The practice of sanctuarygiving refuge to the threatened, vulnerable strangermay be universal among humans. From 
primate populations to ancient religious traditions to the modern legal institution of asylum, anthropologist Linda 
Rabben explores the long history of sanctuary and analyzes modern asylum policies in North America, Europe, and 
elsewhere, contrasting them with the role that courageous individuals and organizations have played in offering refuge 
to survivors of torture, persecution, and discrimination. Rabben gives close attention to the mid-2010s refugee crisis in 
Europe and to Central Americans seeking asylum in the United States. This wide-ranging, timely, and carefully 
documented account draws on Rabben's experiences as a human rights advocate as well as her training as an 
anthropologist. Sanctuary and Asylum will help citizens, professionals, and policy makers take informed and 
compassionate action.

"A crucial book on a crucial topic. Absolutely essential to reconstruct both a moral and sensible understanding of how 
people are received when they are out of their original context."David Haines, author of Safe Haven? A History of 
Refugees in America"Refugees are among the main migrant flows in the world today, and often the most 
controversial. Sanctuary and Asylum is an essential source on this issue. Rabben's evocative and clear writing conveys 
the realities that refugees face, both the persecution that sends them on their way and, often, the persecution with 
which they are received. She also tells the story of people who give sanctuary to refugees and defend their rights and 
well-being."Josiah Heyman, University of Texas at El Paso"This is the book everyone who cares about human rights, 
asylum seekers, and global migration has been waiting to seethe foundational text on sanctuary and asylum. Rabben 
has brilliantly researched the tradition of sanctuary since the beginning of history, as well as the rise of asylum law in 
secular nation-states, and her extensively documented thesis is that asylum has proven to be easily corrupted by anti-
immigrant political movements. Sanctuary is the practice that is being reestablished globally as an effective, strong, 
and moral defense of human rights. Sanctuarians are rising!"Rev. John Fife, cofounder of the 1980s-era Sanctuary 
Movement in North America"In Sanctuary and Asylum, Rabben offers a rich historical analysis of individual and 
community responses to the need for protection of migrants and refugees. At times disheartening, at times inspiring, 
Rabben conveys the fear that drives discrimination and the welcome that follows when we see migrants as our 
neighbors, our friends, as us."Jeanne M. Atkinson, Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC)About the 
AuthorLinda Rabben is associate research professor of anthropology at the University of Maryland. She is the author 
of Give Refuge to the Stranger: The Past, Present, and Future of Sanctuary and Fierce Legion of Friends: A History of 
Human Rights Campaigns and Campaigners. 


