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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An empassioned text by one who was just overwhelmed by the
whole despicable era of sanctioned burningsBy mrs.peapodWhen | first picked this book up to read, | actually
wondered if thiswere a scholarly treatise. It is, but the author does not have many real references or bibliographical
citations. You will, however, shed tears as he describes - from his very hear of hearts - the abominable story behind the
burning of tens of thousands of innocent women and men. | * nearly * put this book down but pursued it to the end
and actually found it to be my favorite book of al the ones| ordered to study witchcraft. Why? Because most
scholarly writers cringe at the notion of writing with few back-up sources. The book was published about a hundred
years ago and | truly found the author's passion the more REAL of al the texts| read. He claims to have written this
book from his"lecture notes" which impies he was an professor or teacher of some sort (I did not research his
background). Y ou really do FEEL what the horror of simple peasants must have been like when the witch hunts began
and continued for ten hundred years. | LIKED his compassion. If you want to get areal feel of the time, read this
book. There are things that you can cite if you're looking to write a more scholarly essay but don't let thistext be your
ONLY one. Read it and immerse yourself in the time - the author brings you right in to the moment even if his
citations are lacking. A powerful and emotionally riveting read.0 of O people found the following review helpful. A
very intriguing and marvelous book explaining the madness and ...By Jeffrey Petit BoisA very intriguing and
marvelous book explaining the madness and foolishness of Christians in the past and mirrors the same Christian
problems we face in our modern age. Their inability to leave behind fairy tales and an old book. A much needed read
for anyone, atheist, witches, Christians, spiritualists, etc.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. After
halfway into the book this style was getting tedious so | abandoned the bookBy Herman Rosen HERM AN
ROSENMichelet a notorious OVERWRITER...who uses 10 words where 5 words would do..tends to make up scenes
and dialogue in the middleages with no factual coroboration. Florid language is not history! After halfway into the
book this style was getting tediousso | abandoned the book..The books written for the Salem witch trials and the actual
testimony give a more succinct and accurate picture

Long out of print, Jules Michelet's classic study of medieval superstition has been reprinted in this edition to bring the
general public's attention to one of the truly great sociological works of modern times. Michelet brilliantly recreates
the Europe of the Middle Ages, the centuries of fierce religious intolerance, the Inquisition and the auto-da-fe. He
depicts the feudal barons, the great manors, the fiefs and serfs... and the witches, hobgoblins and wizards of whom the
masses lived in mortal fear. Michelet draws flaming word pictures of the witch hunts, the Black Masses, the reign of
Satan, and the weird rites of the damned. Here is the age of unbridled pleasure and sensuality, of luxury beyond
imagination and sgqualor beyond endurance. Here is the time when a girl might be accused of witchcraft merely if she
were young and pretty and did not survive the test of immersion in water or boiling oil. Here is the day of beatings,
floggings, tortures and summary decapitations. Encyclopedia Britannica called the book, "The most important work on
medieval superstition yet written." It isindeed one of the great works on the Age of Darkness.
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