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Margaret Bennett : Scottish Customs: From the Cradle to the Grave  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scottish Customs: From the Cradle to the Grave: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Everyman's glimpse into Scottish CustomsBy J. H. DraneThrough 
this anthology Margaret Bennett brings the reader a very human and engaging glimpse into scottish traditions and 
customs gleaned from writings dating back to the sixteenth century, through to a collection of memories and 
experiences recorded in the twentieth and twenty first centuries.As an Australian with a Scottish heritage, and the 
family historian, this extremely readable volume puts a background, a context and a human face on the customs and 
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manners that sometime in the eighteenth century followed our family - and indeed many foundation families - to a new 
country. For the historian and for the general reader, this enjoyable and well considered work provides some "aha" 
moments as the reader recognises the influence of ancient customs, superstitions and wisdoms on how we still 
celebrate the important moments of our lives "from the cradle to the grave". A very worthwhile book.32 of 33 people 
found the following review helpful. Scottish CustomsBy K. MurphyI'd say the previous reviewer covered this one 
pretty well. This is a well-written guide to the customs and culture of Scotland literally from the cradle to the grave, 
looking at motherhood, childhood, courting and youthful romance, some recent and modern marital traditions, real 
'Highland Weddings', the Scottish attitudes towards death, burial rites, and the associated bodies of spirituality and 
folklore for all of these topics. The bulk of the book's text is the writings of Scots (or foreign observers of their 
customs), mostly in the 19th and 20th Centuries, though some of the book's content goes back as far as the later 
Middle Ages. This means that most of it is the memories and first-hand experiences of people who have lived the 
unique customs of Scotland. I greatly enjoyed this book, and anyone interested in the culture of recent-modern 
Scotland will as well.18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. Accessible, comprehensive book about 
Scottish life and beliefsBy MarinishThis book is the real deal - it's based on multiple conversations with real Scottish 
people, who shared their most intimate life stories as well as the stories of their parents, grandparents and earlier 
ancestors. Anyone who wants to truly "get" Scottish culture (which has changed, of course, but still reflects its 
history), needs to add this book to the library.

Tape-recorded interviews from the 20th and 21st centuries give voice to tradition-bearers from all walks of life adding 
color to this comprehensive picture of social behavior. The most up-to-date, authoritative work on the subject, this 
collection spans several centuries and, in three sections, deals with Childbirth and Infancy; Love, Courtship and 
Marriage; and Death and Burial.

"'Yet again Margaret Bennett has produced a fascinating book...excellent value for money' - J.C. Massy, Lore and 
Language; 'Margaret Bennett has given us another magic book, brought together from many books of the past as will 
as hitherto unpublished interview material, private manuscripts, wonderful miniatures of folklore, wise and charming 
commentary on human personality in a dazzling profusion' - Owen Dudley Edwards" --Owen Dudley EdwardsAbout 
the AuthorMargaret Bennett is an international scholar, prize-winning author, singer and broadcaster who is widely 
regarded as Scotland's foremost authority on Folklore. In 2003 she received the Celtic Women International Award for 
her lifelong service to Scottish and Celtic Culture. She lives in Edinburgh. 


