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Bruce Croft, Donald Metzler, Trevor Strohman : Search Engines: Information Retrieval in Practice  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Search Engines: Information 
Retrieval in Practice: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Intensely WrittenBy N. Tatjana C. VersaggiThis is a textbook I use 
in information systems graduate school. It's the kind of book you open and suddenly feel sleepy. The information is 
well organized and there is an online website, but I often have to go looking elsewhere for less wordy explanations. 
AN economy of words is not the books strong suit. I am, however, learning a lot... especially throwing other sources 
into the mix.The math is not too bad: statistics and baby calculus.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. As 
everything in the technology field, new things are ...By Paul laloAs everything in the technology field, new things are 
being discovered and some data might be a little inaccurate, which is understandable especially when the subject is the 
contents of the internet. I bought this book for school so I did not read the whole context but only things that we were 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0136072240


to told to analyze0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book!By zackThis book is amazing! 
There are a few mistakes as I learned from my search engines course. However the material is great, and the way that 
everything is described in the book is spectacular! I would highly recommend this to anyone that wants to learn 
something about ranking or how search engines work in general. Although I would recommend also looking online to 
make sure the information is accurate, which more often than not it is.

Search Engines: Information Retrieval in Practice is ideal for introductory information retrieval courses at the 
undergraduate and graduate level in computer science, information science and computer engineering departments. It 
is also a valuable tool for search engine and information retrieval professionals. Written by a leader in the field of 
information retrieval, Search Engines: Information Retrieval in Practice , is designed to give undergraduate students 
the understanding and tools they need to evaluate, compare and modify search engines. Coverage of the underlying IR 
and mathematical models reinforce key concepts. The books numerous programming exercises make extensive use of 
Galago, a Java-based open source search engine.

From the Back CoverKEY BENEFIT: Written by a leader in the field of information retrieval, this text provides the 
background and tools needed to evaluate, compare and modify search engines.KEY TOPICS: Coverage of the 
underlying IR and mathematical models reinforce key concepts. Numerous programming exercises make extensive use 
of Galago, a Java-based open source search engine.MARKET: A valuable tool for search engine and information 
retrieval professionals.About the Author W. Bruce Croft is a Distinguished Professor in the Department of Computer 
Science at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, which he joined in 1979. In 1992, he became the Director of the 
Center for Intelligent Information Retrieval (CIIR), which combines basic research with technology transfer to a 
variety of government and industry partners. He has published more than 180 articles related to information retrieval. 
Dr. Croft was elected a Fellow of ACM in 1997, received the Research Award from the American Society for 
Information Science and Technology in 2000, and received the Gerard Salton Award from the ACM Special Interest 
Group in Information Retrieval (SIGIR) in 2003. Donald Metzler is a Research Scientist in the Search and 
Computational Advertising group at Yahoo! Research in Santa Clara, CA. He obtained his Ph.D. from the University 
of Massachusetts in 2007. During his graduate studies he was awarded a Microsoft Live Labs Graduate Fellowship. 
His research interests include formal information retrieval models, web search, advertising, and machine learning. 
Trevor Strohman is a software engineer in the Google search quality division. His Ph.D., from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, focused on high-performance text retrieval systems that are easily adaptable to fit specific 
retrieval applications. He has published papers and presented a tutorial at the top information retrieval conference, 
SIGIR. He is the creator of the Galago search engine, and the primary developer of the Indri search engine 
(www.lemurproject.org/indri). He has ten years of professional software development experience, including desktop, 
server, and web applications. 


