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Rhacel Salazar Parrenas: Servants of Globalization: Women, Migration, and Domestic Work, First Edition
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Servants of
Globalization: Women, Migration, and Domestic Work, First Edition:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great book from a great scholar...By Dr. BParreas, a scholar
admired by many whose academic training, coupled with her linguistic skills, draws inquiring minds into the largely


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0804739226

untapped world of Filipino international migration. The book critically situates the migration from a historical-
structural perspective and yet focuses on the family as the unit of analysis which must negotiate between the state
regulations of both sending and receiving countries, the financial realities of citizens from poor countries of the world,
and the emotional hardships faced by family members. The study, in general, is an extremely important one because it
tapsinto what isa"femal€" international 1abor migration, bound by related expectations of gender roles, thereby
encouraging readersto rethink our gendered perspective of all labor migrations. In addition, the book offers an
effective assessment of the critical role of the family to young children (the focus of her subsequent book), the
challenges faced by poor populations of the world, and how the global economy is structured to benefit wealthy
nations of the world. | highly recommend the book and have only a small criticism: though she has carefully helped us
to see the gendered inequalities faced by female international migrants, at times in the book Parreas herself seems
quite unnecessarily judgemental of the very women whose predicaments she details.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. very moving story and a great studyBy yidmamaDo not be turned off by this book because it iswritten
by an academic. It is one of the most moving books | have read in along time. In toronto, where Philipino nannies
work for many families, the book's topics are acute and relevant. The book tells a story of extremely educated women,
elite in their society, who take up domestic work in the West in order to provide their children and parents with better
opportunities. The book will make you re-think many things that families in the West take for granted, such as being
able to sleep under the same roof with their children, and being able to provide for them at the same time.

Servants of Globalization is a poignant and often troubling study of migrant Filipina domestic workers who leave their
own families behind to do the mothering and caretaking work of the global economy in countries throughout the
world. It specifically focuses on the emergence of parallel lives among such workers in the cities of Rome and Los
Angeles, two main destinations for Filipinamigration.The book is largely based on interviews with domestic workers,
but the book also powerfully portrays the larger economic picture as domestic workers from devel oping countries
increasingly come to perform the menial labor of the global economy. Thisis often done at great cost to the relations
with their own split-apart families. The experiences of migrant Filipina domestic workers are also shown to entail a
feeling of exclusion from their host society, a downward mobility from their professional jobs in the Philippines, and
an encounter with both solidarity and competition from other migrant workers in their communities.The author applies
anew theoretical lensto the study of migrationthe level of the subject, moving away from the two dominant
theoretical modelsin migration literature, the macro and the intermediate. At the same time, she analyzes the three
spatial terrains of the various institutions that migrant Filipina domestic workers inhabitthe local, the transnational, and
the global. She draws upon the literature of international migration, sociology of the family, women's work, and
cultural studiesto illustrate the reconfiguration of the family community and social identity in migration and
globalization. The book shows how globalization not only propels the migration of Filipina domestic workers but also
resultsin the formation of parallel realities among them in cities with greatly different contexts of reception.

"[Parrenas's] nuanced accounts and fresh analysis challenge the reader to think deeply, not just about the suffering of
immigrant domestic workers and their families, but about the entire global system that creates such labor, and how that
arrangement damages all womeneven first-worlders. . . . Remarkable." The Women's of Books



