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24 of 44 people found the following review helpful. EgadBy LindyWhat a slog this book is! Clearly, the author's 
intention is not to communicate ideas to a reader, certainly not to the well-educated and interested amateur. The 
purpose of these dense, long-winded, jargon-laden sentences and paragraphs must be to impress the socks off some 
tiny handful of the author's fellow academics, people who say things like "apotropaic" and "explicitly articulating an 
inherently temporary indigenous sovereignty" in casual conversation over coffee while waiting for breakfast. Whew! 
From my lowly vantage point, I think there may be issues raised here that are well worth considering, but I can't really 
say for certain, because they get so lost in all that abstruse showing-off. If you are interested in how colonial 
settlement impacts all those involved, and you can devote most of the rest of your life trying to work your way through 
this book, one word, then one phrase, at a time, it could be worth your effort. Otherwise, look elsewhere.

A vivid exploration of the history of a very powerful and long lasting idea: building European worlds outside of 
Europe. Veracini outlines how the founding of new societies was envisaged and practiced and explores the specific 
ways in which settler colonial projects tried to establish ideal and regenerated political bodies.
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