[PDF] Simple Gifts: Lessonsin Living from a Shaker Village

Simple Gifts: Lessonsin Living from a Shaker Village

June Sprigg
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

DOWNLOAD *® '|="READ ONLINE

#606020 in Books Vintage 1999-06-07 1999-06-070riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 7.97 x .61 x 5.22|, .59
#File Name: 0375704329240 pagesGreat product! | File size: 51.Mb

June Sprigg : Simple Gifts: Lessonsin Living from a Shaker Village before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Simple Gifts: Lessonsin Living from a Shaker Village:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy PeanutButterandJellyReally gives a sense of what it
was like when the village still had people in it. Hard to get that sense when you visit today and the "village" is gone.
I'm glad June Sprigg recorded her experiences in this book.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Four
StarsBy NY readerWell done.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. The writing is good and the narrative
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moves wellBy Karen J.I was touched by the author's unprepossessing account of her experience. The writing is good
and the narrative moves well. | hoped for alittle more spiritual depth.

In Simple Gifts, June Sprigg tells the story of one of America's last Shaker communities--Canterbury Shaker Village,
in Canterbury, New Hampshire--during its twilight years, and of its seven remarkable "survivor" women, who were
among the last representatives of our longest-lived and best-known communal utopian society. As a college student
Sprigg spent a summer among them, and here she gracefully interweaves the narrative of their lives with the broader
history of Shakersin America as she shows us how her experiences there affected her own life and opened the door to
her creativity. Gleaning information from old records and journals that she pored over that summer and later, Sprigg
brings to life the generations of Canterbury Shakers from the eighteenth century to the present--their customs, their
architecture, their spirituality. She also explores the social and cultural forces and the internal imperatives and tensions
that caused membership to decrease, al of which, by 1972, brought the community to crisis.Chronicling the daily life
of the village as she found it, Sprigg uncovers the affirming energies of the Shakers--the prominence of mutual love
and respect, the devoted tradition of mothering surrogate children, and, above all, the surviving women's spirited
eccentricities. She reveals the Shakers as individuals—-their personal histories, their wildly different beginnings, what
they gave up to join the Shaker community, and, more important, what they gained.Through her lively text and
drawings and her intimate connection with the community, Sprigg brings us close to its people with a book that both
enlightens and inspires.From the Hardcover edition.

.com "Thisisasimple story that means the world to me," June Sprigg writes by way of preface to Simple Gifts, her
memoir of asummer spent with the last seven residents of a New Hampshire Shaker community. It's afitting motto for
the serene, unadorned lives of these women--"members of an endangered species,” as one of the elderly sisters wryly
says--and of the joy they brought agirl who at 19 was "half in and half out of the egg." Although the Shakers took
vows of celibacy, their religious tradition always included caring for children--especially those society refused to
provide for--and after so many years, the sisters were delighted to have a girl to dote on once again. For her own part,
Sprigg found much-needed guidance as she made her own transition into womanhood: "What might have seemed like
the unlikeliest of friendships--me at nineteen, a miniskirted college sophomore, and six Shaker sistersin their
seventies, eighties, and nineties, soft and wrinkled as old plums--made sense, perhaps to our mutual surprise." As
Sprigg spends the summer guiding tours, working aongside the sisters, and poring over old journals, a portrait
emerges of acommunity that remains vital even during its twilight years. Perhaps more importantly, Sprigg finds a
spiritual lineage that stretches from one generation to the next--even, she imagines, coming to rest in a non-Shaker like
herself. More than just a profile of ahistorical curiosity, this memoir tells the stories of seven remarkable but very
different women, and in the process offers ainvaluabl e testimony to the life of the spirit put into joyous practice.From
Publishers WeeklySprigg, who has published several books (By Shaker Hands) about the United Society of Believers
in Christ's Second Appearing, or Shakers, spent three summersin the early 1970s living and working as atour guide at
the Shaker village of Canterbury, N.H. Although she never completely embraced the Shaker dogma, as a college
student she was profoundly influenced by the months she spent with the seven aged Shaker women who were the only
surviving inhabitants of the village. In thisloving recreation of Shaker life, the author provides a history of the religion
aswell asinteresting biographical sketches of the residents. Despite a strict belief in celibacy that was responsible for
the dwindling number of adherents, Sprigg describes Lillian, Bertha and Gertrude, the three elders with whom she had
the closest contact, as having led lives that included nurturing children who had been brought to their settlements.
During the summers the author came to admire and respect their good-humored dedication to alife of prayer, hard
work and nonviolence. And readers will feel deep poignancy in this engaging book when Sprigg writes, "The Shakers
| knew best are all gone now." Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalY A-
Sprigg recounts her experiences living for a summer in one of the last Shaker "utopian groups' in Canterbury, NH. She
does afinejob of counterbalancing factual history with alook into the private lives of seven women. An
understanding of the struggles and spiritual rewards of their lifestyleis offered through the author's observations and
her examination of Shaker diaries and documents. Pen drawings enhance the narrative, and an extensive bibliography
leads readers to awealth of further information. Sprigg's writing style is readable and enjoyable, and she gives
generous glimpses into the lives of a number of unique individuals.Catherine Charvat, Kings Park Library, Burke,
VACopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.



